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INTRODUCTION. 


MId  wifry  is  the  moft  noble 
and  ufeful  Operation  of  Sur¬ 
gery,  fince  the  moft  endearing  Part 
of  Mankind,  by  this  moft  valuable 
Art,  is  often,  as  it  were,  fnatch’d 
from  the  Jaws  of  Death. 

The  Subjects  of  this  Operation 
ar e,^r/?3  the  moft  beautiful  as  well 
as  moft  valuable  Part  of  the  Crea¬ 
tion,  given  us  by  Providence  to 
heighten  our  Happinefs  and  alle¬ 
viate  our  Griefs,  and  who,  at  all 
times,  deferve  our  Protection  ;  but 
more  elpecially  at  this  critical  Junc- 
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ture,  when  the  Time  of  their  greateft 
Danger  approaches. 

And  next ,  the  pleafing  Burthen 
they  bear,  which,  when  delivered 
of,  they  forget  the  exquifite  Pains 
they  have  fuftained,  for  Joy  that  a 
Child  is  born  into  the  W orld  ;  and 
which  is  fo  very  dear  to  all,  that 
they  look  on  themfelves  as  immor¬ 
tal,  when  they  view  themfelves  in 
their  Pofterity. 

The  great  Benefit  and  Advantage 
refulting  from  the  due  Practice  of 
this  Art,  was  the  firfb  and  princi¬ 
pal  Confideration  that  engaged  me 
in  the  Study  of  it.  To  which  I  ap¬ 
plied  myfelf  very  early  in  Life  ;  and 
in  the  Years  1737  and  38,  I  prac- 
tifed  in  London,  under  the  Inflec¬ 
tion  of  that  ingenious  Operator  Mr. 
Chapman , 


Mr. 
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Mr.  Chapman  was  a  Perfon  of 
great  Knowledge  in  his  Profeffion, 
of  which  his  Treatife  on  this  Subject 
is  fufficient  Evidence.  But  as  his 
Knowledge  was  entirely  gained  by 
Practice,  fo  I  think  in  feveral  mate¬ 
rial  Points  he  was  rather  too  partial 
to  his  own  Opinion,  diffenting  from 
the  judicious  Daventer  in  fome 
things,  without  giving  fufficient 
Reafons. 

He  likewife  often  quotes  Dr. 
Mowbray  ;  whereas  if  he  had  read 
both  thofe  Authors  with  Attention, 
he  would  foon  have  found,  that 
Mowbray ,  in  that  Part  of  his  Book, 
where  he  treats  of  the  Operations  of 
Midwifery,  was  only  a  Tranflator  of 
Daventer .  I  think  that  Gentleman, 
if  he  had  publiffied  a  Tranflation  of 
this  Author,  with  Notes,  as  Dr. 
Chamberlain  has  of  Manriceau ,  and 
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omitted  his  Philofophy,  with  feme 
other  things,  that  his  Treatife  would 
have  been  much  better  received. 

• '  / 

Mr.  Chapman  was  alSo,  I  think, 
rather  too  fond  of  the  Ufe  of  the 
Forceps,  on  account  of  his  having 
made  fome  Improvements  in  that 
Instrument  ;  and  notwithstanding 
thofe  Improvements,  though  with 
great  Care  and  Caution,  it  might 
be  ufed  with  Safety,  yet,  on  account 
of  the  Largenefs  of  it,  could  not  be 
introduced  without  giving  the  Pa¬ 
tient  considerable  Pain.  Indeed  the. 
leflening  of  that  Instrument  has  ren¬ 
dered  it  much  more  commodious, 
and  it  may  be  ufed  with  greater  Eafe 
to  the  Patient.  And  I  am  of  Opi¬ 
nion,  if  there  be  an  abfolute  Ne- 
ceflity,  that,  as  now  improved,  it 
is  equal  to  any  other  Invention. 
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*■'  Mr.  Chapman  indeed  afierts,  that 
the  Method  Dr.  Chamberlain ,  his 
Father,  and  two  Brothers  pradtifed 
by,  was  the  Forceps.  But  if  the 
Doctor’s  own  Account  be  to  be  cre¬ 
dited,  it  is  impoflible  it  could  be 
the  Forceps,  becaufe  he  applies  it 
to  Cafes  where  no  Inftrument  can 
be  ufed,  and  he  himfelf  calls  it  a 
manual  Operation.  -  x 

If  indeed  there  was  any  thing 
extraordinary  in  their  Practice,  I 
think,  it  muft  rather  be  the  Method 
of  turning  Children,  and  bringing 
them  by  the  Feet,  which  was  at 
that  time  not  fo  much  known;  but 
the  barbarous  Cuftom  of  drawing 
out  living  Children  with  the  Crot¬ 
chet,  was  then  the  general  Practice, 
which  it  is  hoped  is  now  entirely 
laid  afide. 
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If  Deliveries  can  be  performed  by 
the  Hand,  without  the  Ufe  of  In- 
ftruments,  it  is  much  the  fafeft.  The 
only  Cafe  where  the  Forceps  can  be 
ufed,  is  when  the  Head  of  the  In- 
fant  lies  very  low  in  the  Vagina, 
and  fticks  there.  For  many  Years 
I  made  ufe  of  the  Forceps,  but  for 
fbme  time  pad  I  have  delivered  with 
my  Hands  alone,  by  forcing  back 
with  one  of  them  the  Os  Coccygis, 
and  bringing  down  the  Head  ;  and 
when  that  is  brought  very  low,  to 
apply  the  other  Hand  upon  the 
Head,  and  prefs  that  gently  down, 
in  the  Manner  which  I  have  in  the 
Body  of  this  Book  more  fully  di- 
.  refled. 

This  Method  is  alfo  recommend- 

v  *  '  i  .  * 

ed  by  Daventer ,  and  Dr.  Heifter. 
Since  which  I  have  not  once  had 
Occafion  to  make  Ufe  of  this  In- 

flru- 
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lfrument ;  and  am  entirely  of  Opi¬ 
nion,  that  this  Method  will  gene¬ 
rally  fucceed,  if  the  Woman  be  not 
kept  too  long  before  the  Operator  is 
fent  for. 

I  have  omitted  giving  a  Defcrip- 
tion  of  the  Parts  of  Generation,  as 
likewife  Figures  reprefenting  the  va¬ 
rious  Portions  of  a  Foetus  in  Utero  ; 
becaufe  I  think,  that  no  Perfons 
fhould  prefume  to  take  on  them- 
felves  this  difficult  Practice,  with¬ 
out  a  due  Knowledge  of  the  Parts 
from  Anatomy  itfelf;  other  wife  they 
will  go  about  their  Bulinefs  with  the 
greateft  Uncertainty,  and  will  never 
clearly  know  what  they  are  doing. 

The  Bones  which  compofe  the 
Pelvis,  and  the  various  Forms  of 
that,  the  Situation  of  the  Parts  in 
it,  as  the  Uterus,  the  Vefica  Urina- 
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ria,  the  Inteftinum  redtum,  and  the 
Vagina;  thefe  Parts  rauft  be  clearly 
and  diffindtly  known,  as  well  in  re- 
fpedt  to  their  Situation  as  their  Con¬ 
nexion  with  each  other.  And  as  to 
Figures,  I  cannot  fee  the  great  Ufe 
they  are  of,  as  it  is  not  by  the  Sight, 
but  by  the  Feel,  that  the  Parts  are 
to  be  diftinguifhed  from  each  other, 
as  well  as  the  Situation  of  the  Womb, 
and  the  Pofition  of  the  Infant  in  it. 
Perfons  may  imagine  what  they 
pleafe,  but  this  is  no  eafy  Talk,  and 
can  only  be  performed  by  a  Hand 
well  experienced  in  thefe  Matters. 
When  a  Woman  firfl  complains,  to 
know  by  the  Touch  whether  it  will 
be  her  Labour  or  not,  to  be  able  to 
form  a  Judgment  of  the  Make  of 
the  Pelvis,  to  diffinguifh  the  Parts 
truly  from  each  other,  and  the  Si¬ 
tuation  of  the  Womb,  and  the  In¬ 
fant  in  it ;  to  be  able,  I  fay,  nice¬ 
ty 
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ly  to  judge  of  thefe  Matters  is  a 
chief  Part  of  the  Art  of  Midwifery, 


T  reatifes  of  Midwifery  are  of  great 
Service  in  improving  young  Practi¬ 
tioners,  but  they  cannot  make  them 
perfed,  without  fome  previous 
Knowledge  from  Anatomy,  by  which 
the  Structure  of  the  Parts  muft  be 
difcovered,  and  clearly  known.  As 
there  are  ingenious  Gentlemen  who 
inftruCt  Pupils  in  this  Art,  and  pre¬ 
pare  them  for  the  Practice  by  all 
the  Knowledge  neceffary  to  enter 
upon  it,  fo  they  who  undertake  it 
without  a  proper  Theory  muft  be 
without  Excufe.  As  I  have  the 
Honour  of  being  well  acquainted 
with  that  fagacious  and  good  Man 
Sir  Richard  Manningham ,  whole 
true  Merit  can  never  be  fufficiently 
defcribed,  and  under  whofe  Direc¬ 
tions  I  put  myfelf  for  further  Im¬ 
prove- 
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provement,  in  the  Yeaf  1747,  I 
can  of  my  own  Knowledge  recom¬ 
mend,  and  I  think  no  Perfons  who 
intend  to  follow  this  Pra&ice,  can 
do  better  than  apply  themfelves  to 
him  for  his  Inftru&ions. 

'  1 

t 

That  I  might  render  this  Treatife 
as  ufeful  as  poflible,  I  have  with 
great  Pains  and  Study  confulted  all 
the  Authors  that  have  profefledly 
wrote  upon  this  Subject,  and  have 
endeavoured  to  feparate  the  Gold 
from  the  Drofs.  Where  I  find  emi¬ 
nent  Authors  differ  in  their  Senti¬ 
ments,  I  have  fhewn  which  Opinion 
I  prefer,  with  my  Reafons  for  it, 
and  at  the  fame  time  have  given  the 
Arguments  on  both  Sides  the  Quef- 
tion.  I  have  taken  notice  of  feve- 
ral  Things  which  no  Author  has 
mentioned;  and  others,  that  Writers 
treat  of  very  obfcurely,  I  have  more 
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fully  explained.  Several  Years  Prac¬ 
tice  has  enabled  me  to  make  thefe 
Obfervations ;  fo  that  I  have  aflerted 
nothing  but  what  is  agreeable  to 
Reafon,  and  confirmed  to  me  by 
Experience. 

If  Midwives  will  attentively  read 
this  Treatife,  I  hope  it  will  be  of 
great  Service  to  them  in  regulating 
their  Practice,  as  well  as  making 
them  lenfible  what  is  their  proper 
Bufinefs,  and  what  not.  I  have 
always  obferved,  that  the  more 
Knowledge  they  have,  the  readier 
they  are  to  fend  for  timely  Affift- 
ance,  in  Cafes  of  Danger  :  For  it 
mull  be  the  greatefl.  Ignorance  that 
occafions  them  to  keep  Women  un¬ 
der  their  Hands  many  Hours,  by 
giving  them  fallacious  Hopes,  when 
they  perhaps  have  it  not  in  their 
Power  to  give  them  the  leaft  Afiift- 
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(  *2  ) 

ance.  A  Child  in  a  bad  Portion, 
an  Obliquity  of  the  Womb,  Flood¬ 
ings,  Pains  cealing ;  in  thefe  Cafes, 
or  fuch  like,  no  Time  fhould  be 
loft,  but  fuperior  Affiftance  imme¬ 
diately  called  in. 

As  to  poor  People,  I  have  always 
haftened  to  them  in  the  fame  man¬ 
ner  as  I  would  to  the  rich  ;  nor  have 
ever  in  my  Life  let  a  Woman  lie  in 
Pain  a  Moment  to  fecure  my  Re¬ 
ward;  for  I  think  the  Satisfa&ion 
of  doing  Good  is  preferable  to  any 
other  Conftderation.  And  I  have 
Confidence  in  my  Brethren,  that 
they  are  of  the  fame  Sentiments.  I 
was  much  pleafed  with  an  uncom¬ 
mon  Piece  of  Generality  the  other 
Day,  in  a  neighbouring  Parifh  p, 
where  I  had  delivered  two  poor 
Women  in  very  difficult  Cafes.  On 
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being  informed  how  ready  I  was  to 

affift  them,  when  they  met  at  their 

Veftry,  they  ordered  me  a  handfome 

Fee,  and  made  an  Order,  that  I 

fhould  always  be  fent  for  to  their 

* 

Poor  in  difficult  Cafes. ;  and  a  Pre- 
mium  fettled  for  each  Delivery.  I 
mention  this,  as  I  think  it  redounds 
much  to  the  Honour  of  the  Gentle¬ 
men  in  that  Pariffi,  and  as  an  Ex¬ 
ample  worthy  of  Imitation. 

i  '  »'  *  >Vfl 

My  Intention  is  not  to  offend  any 
one,  but  only  to  give  my  Thoughts 
freely  on  the  Subject  of  this  impor¬ 
tant  Practice.  I  have  not  adhered 
to  any  particular  Perfon’s  Senti¬ 
ments,  but  always  have  made  it  a 
Rule,  to  embrace  Truth  wherever 
I  could  find  it. 

Every  Per  Ion  is  at  Liberty  to  give 
his  Opinion  on  any  Subject,  and  it 
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is  the  only  Way  to  have  Knowledge 
propagated  in  every  Art.  And  I 
think  where  a  Perfon  has  taken 
more  than  ordinary  Pains  in  any 
particular  Science,  that  the  Public 
has  a  Right  to  demand  his  Account 
of  it. 


(  ) 


CHAP.  I. 

Of  Conception. 


'THE  great  God  of  Nature,  to 
fupply  the  Defed  of  Mortality 
which  Man  is  fubjed  to,  has  given 
a  mutual  Defire  to  the  two  Sexes  to 
propagate  their  like,  as  well  as 
Power,  by  Parts  moll  admirably 
contrived  by  his  ftupendous  Wif- 
dom. 

Conception  is  caufed  by  the  ipi-  Concept 
rituous  Part  of  the  Semen  Virile  im-SUl 
pregnating  the  Ova  of  Women  in 
Copulation,  which  being  conveyed 
through  the  Fallopian  Tubes  into 
the  Uterus,  where  adhering  to  its 
Fundus,  are  nourifhed  till  they 

comf 
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come  to  Maturity,  unlefs  by  fome 
Accident  Nature  expels  them  fooner. 


Of  two 
Kinds, 


There  are  two  Kinds  of  Concep¬ 
tion  ;  the  one  where  there  is  a  Foe¬ 
tus  in  the  Womb,  which  is  called 
true  ;  the  other  where  there  is  a 
flefliy  Subftance,  which  is  called  a 
Mole,  or  any  other  ftrange  Body, 
from  the  morbid  State  of  the  Ute¬ 
rus,  which  is  termed  falfe. 


✓ 
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C  H  A  P.  IL 
Of  the  Signs  of  Conception, 


r 


'  H  E  firil  Symptom  which  Wo- signs  of 
men  generally  take  Notice  of,  f0^ic  p" 


and  from  which  they  date  the  Time 
of  their  Reckoning,  is  the  Suppref- 
fion  of  the  Menfes.  If  this  hap¬ 
pens  without  catching  Cold,  or  any 
other  Diftemper,  it  is  a  certain 
Sign  of  Pregnancy,  except  in  ple¬ 
thoric  Conftitutions,  when  the  Menfes 
often  continue  feme  Months  after 
Conception. 


ANaufea  and  Vomiting;  a  Long¬ 
ing  after  unwholfome  Food  ;  a 
Wearinefs  and  Sleepinefs,  with  a 
Heavinefs  of  the  whole  Body  ;  an 

C  Uneaft- 
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Uneafinefs  and  Commotions  in  the 
Abdomen  ;  a  Swelling  and  Hard- 
nefs  of  the  Breads,  the  Nipples  be¬ 
coming  large  and  dark  coloured, 
with  livid  Circles  round  them ;  the 
Belly  growing  larger,  with  an  Ele¬ 
vation  of  the  Navel  ;  the  Motion  of 
the  Fcetus  perceptible  about  the 
fourth  Month. 

The  mod  certain  Sign  of  all  is, 
when  by  the  Touch,  the  Mouth  of 
the  Womb  is  found  exactly  clofe, 
aud  the  Motion  of  the  Foetus  is 
perceived.  When  a  Woman  has 
conceived,  mod  of  thefe  Signs  will 
appear  at  their  proper  Time. 


CHAP. 


CHAP.  Ill: 

Of  the  Diforders  of  Pregnant 

Women. 

A  S  various  Symptoms  are  the 
Confequence  of  Conception, 
fo  a  Woman,  during  the  time  of 
her  Pregnancy,  is  to  be  confidered 
as  a  lick  Perion.  When  a  Woman 
who  has  conceived  is  attacked  with 
any  Diftemper  which  has  no  Affini¬ 
ty  to  Pregnancy,  it  is,  if  poffible, 
to  be  cured  before  Delivery  ;  Re¬ 
gard  being  had  to  the  Condition  of 
the  Patient  :  Contrary  to  the  Opi¬ 
nion  of  many,  who  would  perfuade 
Women,  that  Delivery  will  cure 
them,  let  the  Diftemper  be  what  it 
will.  But  this  is  found  by  Expe- 

C  2  rience 
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rience  to  be  bad  Advice,  and  is 
often  attended  with  fatal  Confe- 
quences. 

A  Vomiting  and  Naufea  are  ge-* 
nerally  the  firft  Symptoms  that  ap¬ 
pear  after  the  Suppreffion  of  the 
Menfes ;  which  are  occalioned  by 
the  Growth  of  the  Fcetus,  when  it 
compreffes  the  Nerves  of  the  Uterus; 
which  having  a  Communication 
with  thofe  of  the  Stomach,  occafion 
there  Complaints,  as  well  as  from  a 
F ulnefs  of  the  Blood  Veffels,  by  the 
Stoppage  of  the  Menfes.  This  Dis¬ 
order  of  Vomiting  is  not  dangerous 
if  net  very  violent,  and  does  not 
continue  longer  than  the  third  or 
fourth  Month  :  But  if  it  continue 
with  any  Violence  after  that  Time, 
there  is  Danger  of  Abortion.  The 
Food  fhouid  be  light  and  eafy  of 
Digeflion,  and  eat  in  fmall  Quan¬ 
tities 
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tities  and  often.  If  this  Sypmtom 
is  very  violent  Extrahatur  Sanguis 
e  Brachio  ad  gviii.  If  inclinable  to  Cure, 
be  coftive  give  a  lenient  Glyfter. 

The  following  Draughts  may  be  of 
Ufe. 

R  Aq.  Menthte  S.  3  vj.  Sal  Abfinth.  gr.  xv. 

Sue .  JLimon.  3  iij.  Elix.  Vitriol.  Acid.  gt.  vj. 

Spir.  Mentha  Eintt.  Aromat.  cm  3  ft.  Syr . 

Union.  3  ij,  M.  f.  Hauftus  fumend.  6td  qua - 

que  hord. 

Mint  Water  flipped  often  warm, 
fweetned  with  fine  Sugar,  is  u fin¬ 
ally  of  Service. 

A  Cough  is  frequently  very  trou-  ACough 
biefome  in  Pregnancy  ;  and,  it  it 
continue  long  and  be  violent,  will 
endanger  Abortion.  It  is  occa- 

fioned  partly  by  the  Vifcidity  of  theCaulcs* 
Blood,  and  partly  by  the  Prefiure 
oi  the  Uterus  on  the  Diaphragm 
'/  C  3  and. 


(  22  j 

and  Lungs ;  and  on  that  Account 
is  frequently  attended  with  a  Diffi¬ 
culty  of  Refpiration, 

Extrahatur  Sanguis  e  Brachio  ad  %  viij.  vel  §  x. 

&  Phlebotomia  rept.  pro  re  natfi. 

R  Deco  A.  Hordei  3  iij.  Manna  ^  j.  Spt.  La - 
vend.  C.  9  ij.  Spt.  Nit.  d.  9  j.  M.  f.  Hau- 
ft  us  f amend,  mane ,  £5?  rep.  his  in  ymand. 

R  Oh  Amygd.  d.  %  ij.  Syr.  Balfam.  Altha ,  Pa- 
pav.  Err  at.  da  5  vj.  Sp.  Celt  ( Joint .  in 
Vitello  Ovi  q.  ft)  3  iij.  Conf  Cynos  5  ij. 
M.  f.  TJinElus  Cochlear.  Larg.  fumend.  Ur - 
genie  T'ujfi ,  cm  Hauftul.  Apozem.  Pe  floral, 
fequent.  tepide. 

R  Decofl.  Pe  floral.  ]£>  j  £>.  Aq.  Nephrit.  C. 
%  ij.  Spt.  Nit.  d.  3  ij.  Syr.  Balfam.  31.  M. 
f.  Apozema  Cochlear,  vi  fumend.  fepe>&  poft 
Lin  A.  Pe  floral. 

Vel  R  Aq.  Cinnam.  S.  %  j.  01.  Amygd.  d. 
3 iij.  Spt.  Volat.  Arom.  gt.  xij.  Syr.  Balfam . 
3  ij.  M. /.  Hauflus  fumend.  6 id  vel  Svd  qua - 
herd. 

If  the  Cough  be  very  violent 
when  going  to  Reft,  a  gentle 

Atio^ 
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Anodyn  may  be  given  with  the 
Pectorals,  especially  if  a  gentle 
Purge  has  been  adminiftred. 

When  a  Woman  longs  for  anyLong- 
Thing  in  particular,  fhe  prefen tlylng®' 
fhews  it  by  being  reftlefs,  d ejected , 
and  uneafy.  And  whatever  it  is  fhe 
defires,  it  ought  to  be  procured  for 
her  as  foon  as  poflible,  which  effects 
the  Cure. 

It  fometimes.  happens,  that  preg-Thecon. 
nant  Women  fhall  have  a  Difcharge'jfnjjjl'lcc 
of  the  Menfes,  till  the  fourth  or  Men- 
fifth  Month,  and  fometimes  longer.  fiux. 
This  generally  happens,  when  theyCaufo. 
are  of  a  plethoric  Habit,  or  from  a 
Weaknefs  of  the  Uterine  Veffels. 

If  it  continue  longer  than  the  fifth 
or  fixth  Month,  there  is  Danger  of 
Abortion  :  If  the  Mother  go  her 

D  4  full 
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full  Time,  the  Child  is  generally 
weak  and  fickly.  The  Diet  fhould 
be  Strengthning,  Afiringent,  and 
Cooling :  Reft  is  to  be  indulged, 
the  Paffions  reftrained,  and  Venery 
forbore.  Phlebotomy  is  neceflary. 
The  following  Medicines  may  be  of 
Ufe.  1' :  ' 

a  •  iN 

R  Coral .  r.  ppt.  gr.  xv.  Pulv .  e  Boh  C.  fine 
Opto  3  B.  Pulv.  ferr#  Japon.  gr.  viij.  Syr. 
de  Rof  Sic.  qs.  f.  Bolus  fumend .  ter  in  Die ? 
fuperbibend .  Hauft . fequeni. 

R  Aq.  Plant ag.  Rofar.  r.  dd  5  vj,  Spt.  Plor - 
mini  3  B.  Elix.  Vitriol  Acid.  gt.  xij,  Syr. 
Balfamic.  3  ij.  M.f.  Haufius. 

7/d  R  find.  Rofar.  r.  5  viij.  Spt.  Her  mini 
Acet.'Diftillat.  add  ij.  Coral  r.  ppi.  3  ij. 
find,  ferr^e  Japon.  3  iij.  Sac  char.  3  vj. 
M.f.  Mix  fur  q.  Cochlear,  iv.  fumend.  ter 
quaterve  in  Die . 

Swelling  The  Suppreflion  of  the  Menfes 
and  Pain  caufing  a  Fulnefs  in  the  Veflels,  is 

the 
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the  chief  Reafon  of  thefe  Com~!"th^ 

i  ,  Breatts. 

plaints.  There  is  no  Danger  to  becaufe. 
apprehended  from  thefe  Symptoms ; 
if  there  fhould  be  fo  great  a  Ten- 
lion  as  to  caufe  an  Inflammation, 
it  will  be  proper  to  bleed.  A  gen-  Cure, 
tie  Laxative  may  be  given,  and  re¬ 
peated  occaflonally.  Some  fuch  ex¬ 
ternal  Application  as  the  following 
may  be  made  Ufe  of. 


R  Unguent .  e  Flor.  Sambuci  01.  Rofar.  aa  §  ii. 
Camph.  3  j.  folut.  in  Spin.  Vini  qf.  m.f.  Li¬ 
niment .  cum  quo  Pars  affeff.  illin.  ter  qua - 
terve  in  Die .  . 


The  Breafts  are  to  be  kept  warm. 

W omen  during  the  Time  of  their  Faint- 

O 

Pregnancy  are  frequently  troubled11155' 
with  a  Faintnefs  or  Lownefs  of  Spi¬ 
rits,  attended  with  a  weak  Pulfe 
and  a  languid  Circulation.  This 
generally  happens  about  the  fourth 

Month, 


(  26  } 

Month,  when  the  Motion  of  the 
Caufe.  Fcetus  begins  to  be  perceived.  If 
this '  Diforder  be  occaiioned  by  a 
Fright  or  Surprize,  it  is  often  very 
dangerous.  In  this  Cafe  it  will  be 
Cure,  proper  to  bleed  and  give  Cephalic 
Medicines. 

R  Aq.  Alex.  S.  3  j.  Paon.  C.  3  ij.  Pulv . 
rad.  Valerian,  gr.  xv.  Tinti.  Caftor.  Ruff. 
9  j.  Syr.  Pa  on.  3  ij.  M.  f.  Hauftus,  fimend. 
ter  in  Die. 

R  Sp.  Volat.  Aromat.  Pintt.  Caftor.  Ruff,  ad 
3  ft.  A/./.  Elixir  gt.  30.  fume'nd.  in  Lan- 
gUGribys ,  in  aliquo  proprio  liquor e . 

Diar-  A  Diarrhoea  happening  to  preg- 
'rkaEa*  nant  Women,  if  violent,  will  en¬ 
danger  a  Mifcarriage,  efpecially  if 
joined  with  a  Lienteria ,  Dyfentery , 
or  ! Tenefmus .  But  if  the  Diarrhcea 

be  moderate  and  without  Pain,  there 
is  not  much  Danger. 

& 
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R  Coral .  r.ppt.  9  j.  A7mr.  Mo f chat.  Torre  faff, 
gr.  viij.  Pulv.  rad.  Rhei  torrefaA.  gr.  iv. 

Syr.  Cydon.  qs.  f.  Bolus  fumend.  6td  qudque 
hord ,  juperbibend.  Hauft.  feq. 

R  Aq.  Cinnamon.  Simp.  %].  1$.  fpirituof.  ejuf 
dem  3  ij.  Tin  A.  Aromat.  3  13.  Syr.  Cydon. 

3j.  13.  M.  f  ITauftus. 

R  Aq.  Cinnam.  Simp.  ^  iv.  Sp.  ejufdem  jj.  13. 

Sp.  e  Scordio  cum  Opio ,  9  ij.  Ccr^/.  r.  ppt. 

3  ij.  Terr<£  Japon.  Tin  A.  Cinnam.  ad 
3  j.  13.  Syr.  Papav.  Err  at.  §  j.  M.  F.  Mix - 
Cochlear .  ij.  fumend.  pofi  fedes  fingulas  - 
liquidas  agitando  phialam. 

r 

The  DecoEl.  Alb.  to  be  drank  of 
freely,  and  Malt-Liquor  to  be  en¬ 
tirely  forbore. 

Women  frequently  towards  theCoftive- 
End  of  their  Reckoning  are  coftive,ne!i‘ 
from  the  Preffure  of  the  Foetus 
on  the  Inteftines.  The  Quantity 
of  a  Nutmeg  of  the  KleB.  Lemiiv. 
now  and  then  may  be  taken.  If 


J 
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Cure,  the  Fasces  be  hardened  in  the  Intef- 
tine,  a  laxative  Glyfter  will  be  of 
Ufe. 

Pains  in  The  Weight  of  the  Foetus,  to- 
Loimand  gether  with  the  Diftention  of  the 
Hips.  Uterus,  towards  the  End  of  •  the 
Reckoning  generally,  caufe  a  pain¬ 
ful  Senfation  in  thefe  Parts. 

Caufes.  Thefe  Pains  may  alfo  be  occa- 
ftoned  by  violent  Motion,  or  exter¬ 
nal  Injuries,  in  which  Cafe  Bleeding 
Cure,  is  neceflary  :  Reft  is  to  be  indulged, 
and  all  other  Precautions  taken  to 
prevent  Abortion.  Anodyn  Medi¬ 
cines  may  be  given,  and  the  Parts 
well  bathed  with  the  following  Em¬ 
brocation, 

R  Sp>  Vini  C.  Linimt.  Saponac.  da  §iij,  SpL 
Sal.  Armontac .  X  B,  L,  Laud.  3  ij.  IvL  f. 
Embrocatio . 


/* 
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The  Womb  being  diftended  with  Swelling 
the  F  oetus  by  preiimg  on  the  blood  Legs  and 
Vefiels,  impedes  the  Circulation,  Thishs- 
which  is  the  Cauie  or  this  Com¬ 
plaint.  If  the  Swelling  occaflons 
an  Inflammation  or  Varices,  it  will 
be  attended  with  great  Pain.  This 
Symptom  is  very  feldom  of  any  ill 
Confequence,  and  always  ceafes  af¬ 
ter  Delivery.  The  Legs  fhould  be 
as  little  depending  as  poflible,  by 
placing  them  on  a  Chair  or  Stool  ; 
difcutient  Fomentations  may  be  ve¬ 
ry  ferviceable. 

#  %  I 

It  fometimes  happens,  that  inDropfy 
Women  of  Leucophlegmatic  Habits  llterus, 
of  Body,  there  fhall  be  a  large  Col- 
ledion  of  Water  in  the  Uterus,  Swellings 
which  fometimes  is  difcharged  be-^j,^16 
fore  the  Delivery  of  the  Foetus,  and  pudendi. 
fometimes  afterwards,  The  Labia 
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fiudendi  are  alfo  fometimes  diftended 
with  an  oedematous  Tumour,  fo  that 
it  is  neceflary  to  fcarifie  them  in 
Order  to  let  out  the  Water,  which 
Cure*  otherwife  would  be  a  great  Hind¬ 
rance  in  Delivery  :  Or  if  the  Tu¬ 
mour  be  very  large,  Delivery  could 
not  be  performed  without  it  :  And 
afterwards  apply  Flannels  wrung  out 
of  a  warm  Fomentation.  And  this 
is  alfo  very  frequently  a  Symptom 
of  a  Dropfy  in  the  Uterus. 

At  a  proper  Time  after  Delivery, 
the  Patient  iliould  be  well  purged, 
and  take  proper  Medicines  to  mend 
the  Texture  of  the  Blood. 

Bearing  Sometimes  there  is  a  Bearing 
"down  of  the  Womb,  from  a  Relaxa- 
tr;ix  .  and  tJon  0f  its  Ligaments,  as  alfo  of  the 
a3ma.  yag-na>  q7]ie  Qfjgf  Symptom  of 

Caufe.  this  Diford er,  is  a  great  Weight  or 

bearing 
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bearing  down  at  the  Bottom  of  the 
Abdomen,  which  oftentimes  occa- 
fions  a  Difficulty  in  Walking  :  The 
nearer  Labour  approaches  the  more 
troublefome  it  is.  Reft  is  to  be  in- Cure: 
dulged,  and  the  Part  to  be  kept 
up  as  much  as  poffible,  by  putting 
the  Patient  in  a  proper  Pofttion, 
and  fupporting  the  Abdomen  by  a 
convenient  Bandage. 

The  Caufe  of  Flooding  is  a  Se-  Of 
paration  of  the  Placenta ,  either  in  mg. 
Whole  or  in  Part  from  the  Fun -Caufc‘ 
dus  Uteri ;  which  may  happen  in 
any  Stage  of  Pregnancy,  and  is 
more  or  lefs  violent  as  the  Separa¬ 
tion  happens  to  be.  In  this  Cafe 
the  Mouths  of  the  Veflels  not  being 
able  to  contract  themfelves  from 
the  Diftention  of  the  Womb  by 
the  Foetus,  the  Flux  will  continue 
’till  t  he  Womb  is  freed  by  Delivery; 

and 
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and  which  rauft  always  be  attempted 
without  Delay,  otherwife  the  Wo¬ 
man  mull  inevitably  lofe  her  Life. 
If  the  Flux  is  large,  or  of  long  Con¬ 
tinuance,  the  Os  Uteri  is  generally 
fo  much  relaxed  by  it,  that  the 
Hand  may  without  much  Difficulty 
be  introduced  into  the  W omb  for 
the  Extraction  of  the  Foetus. 

When  this  Symptom  appears,  it 
is  to  be  considered,  w'hether  it  pro¬ 
ceeds  from  a  Separation  of  the  Pla¬ 
centa^  or  from  a  Fulnefs  of  the 
U  terine  Veffels. 

If  the  Mouth  of  the  Womb  be 
found  to  be  quite  clofe  and  no  Dif- 
charge  from  its  Cavity,  but  from 
the  uterine  Veffels,  then  there  is 
not  much  Danger  ;  Phlebotomy, 
and  treating  the  Patient  in  the  Man¬ 
ner  as  is  directed  for  the  Continu¬ 
ance  of  the  menflrual  Flux,  will  be 

fuffi- 
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fufficient.  But  if  by  the  Touch 
(which  is  never  in  this  Cafe  to  be 
omitted)  the  Mouth  of  the  Womb 
be  found  open,  and  the  Blood  be 
perceived  to  come  from  thence 
with  any  Violence,  then  there  is  no 
Time  to  be  loft,  but  the  Woman 
is  to  be  immediately  delivered  by 
the  Method  I  fhall  dired,  when  I 
treat  of  the  Manner  of  turning  a 
Child  in  the  Womb.  For  the  Want 
of  timely  Delivery  in  this  Cafe, 
many  of  the  Fair  Sex  have  loft  their 
Lives  by  the  Ignorance  of  thofe 
about  them,  not  knowing  the  Dan¬ 
ger  to  which  they  were  expofed. 
Mr.  Mauriceau  gives  us  a  remark¬ 
able  Inftance  of  his  own  Sifter  in 
this  deplorable  Situation.  And  Mn 
Chapman  in  his  Treatife  of  Mid¬ 
wifery,  gives  us  feveral  melancholy 
Hiftories  to  the  fame  F fleet,  as  will 

D  be 
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be  found  in  his  7th,  8th,  9th,  10th, 
and  1 1  th  Cafes. 

Women  towards  the  End  of  their 
Reckoning  are  frequently  troubled 
with  an  Incontinence  of  Urine,  from 
the  Preffure  of  the  Foetus  upon  the 
Bladder  ;  and  the  nearer  Delivery 
approaches,  the  Child  falling  lower, 
compreffes  the  Neck  of  the  Blad¬ 
der  ;  fo  that  the  Sphincter  cannot 
have  its  proper  Motion,  which  oc¬ 
casions  a  Suppreffion  of  Urine. 

In  this  Cafe  cooling  Emullions, 
cum  G.  Arabic,  fweetned  with  Syr. 
Althce.  may  be  freely  drank  of. 

The  following  Draughts  may  be 
given, 

R  /lq.  Petrofelin.  §  \B.  Nephrit.  3  ij.  01. 
Amygdal.  d.  3  iij.  Spt.  Nitr.d,gt .  xv.  Sy¬ 
rup*  Althce  a  3  ij.  M.f \  Haujlus .  Sum  end . 
tey  in  die . 

if 
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If  the  Medicines  have  not  the  de- 
fired  Effect,  then  the  Urine  is  to  be 
drawn  off  by  the  Catheter. 

Pregnant  Women  are  frequently 
troubled  with  th Haemorrhoids ^  from  Hcemorr 
a  Fulnefs  of  the  liattnorrhoulal  Vef- 
fels,  occafioned  by  the  Suppreffion  Caufes. 
of  the  Menfes,  Coftivenefs,  or  Pref- 
fure  of  the  Foetus.  If  they  come  on 
about  the  Time  that  the  Menfes  are 
fuppreffed,  and  are  moderate,  they 
may.  be  ferviceable  ;  but  if  they  Cure, 
continue  long,  and  the  Bleeding 
fhould  be  very  violent,  with  great 
Heat  and  Pain,  then  there  may  be 
Danger  of  Abortion,  efpecially  if 
occafioned  by  the  Preffure  of  the 
F  oetus.  If  from  a  Coftivenefs,  the 
following  Ele&uary  will  be  ofUfe, 

R  Elect.  Lenitiv.  3  vi.  Lac.  Sulph.  3'ij.  Pulv. 

Rad.  Rhei  3  ij.  Crem.  Tartar,  3  i£.  Syrup. 

D  z  Rof. 
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Rof  folut.  q.  f.  M.  f.  Elefi.  de  quo  Cap, 
quant,  n.m.  bis  in  die  pro  re  natd . 

Phlebotomy  may  be  of  Ufe, 

«  '  •« 

CHAP.  IV. 

Of  A  B  OR  T  ION. 


ABortion  is  an  untimely  De¬ 
livery  of  the  Fcetus,  before  it 
comes  to  Maturity.  Any  of  the 
various  Diforders  1  have  treated  of 
in  the  preceding  Chapter,  if  violent, 
may  occahon  this  Accident.  It 
may  be  alfo  occasioned  by  a  hidden 
Fright,  or  Surprize.  The  Symp¬ 
toms  are  Pains  in  the  Bach  and  Ab¬ 
domen,  a  great  Uneahnefs  of  the 
whole  Body,  an  Appearance  of  the 
1  men- 
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menftrual  Flux,  or  a  Difcharge  of 
Blood  from  the  Os  Uteri. 

If  by  the  Touch  the  Mouth  of 
the  Womb  be  found  open,  and  any 
Part  of  the  Infant  can  be  perceived, 
and  the  Pains  come  on  periodically, 
then  Abortion  will  certainly  enfue. 

When  the  Patient  is  firft  taken,™  p« 
to  prevent  it,  Phlebotomy  is  abfo-  Abor- 
lutely  neceffary  j  if  great  Pain,  give 
an  Anodyn. 

R  Pil.  Matthtei  Coral,  r.  ppt.  Sang.  Dracon. 
aa  gr.  xv.  Pulv.  ferr.  Japan,  gr.  vi.  Syr. 

Balf.  q.  f.  f.  Bolus  fumend.  quamprim.  & 
repet.  4 ta  qudq\  hard  fine  Pil.  Matth.  fu- 

perbibend.  Haufi.  feqnent. 

R  Jq.  Plantag.  Rofar.  rubr.  dd  3  vi.  Elixir. 

Vitriol,  acidgt.  xij.  Tinct.  Jerr.  Japon.^B. 
Syr.deRof.  ficc.  3'ij.  M.f.  Haufi.  fumend. 
pofi  Bolos.fingulos. 

d3 
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R  find.  Terr re  Japcn.  Cort.  Peruv.  da  51. 
M.f.  finctura  Cochlear,  parvul.  jumend . 
ter  quaterve  in  die  in  Haufiulo  Vini  rubri  6? 
Aqua  Commixt. 

R  Aq.  Plantag.  Cinnamon,  ten.  da  5  iv.  Spt. 
Hormin.  jij.  find,  ferra  Jap  on  3  ij.  Coral, 
rubr.  ppt.  3  ij.  Syrup,  de  Rof.  ficc.  §  j.  Mf. 
Mixtur.  fumend .  Cochlear,  ij.  velquar - 


CHAP.  V. 

Of  Exercife  during  Pregnancy. 


AS  it  is  a  Matter  of  great  Im¬ 
portance,  how  Women  con- 
dud:  themfelves  in  this  Particular, 
and  as  Perfons  are  very  much  di¬ 
vided  in  their  Sentiments  about  it, 
I  thought  that  it  would  not  be  amifs 
to  point  out  the  proper  Time  when 
moderate  E  xercife  may  be  indulged 

with 
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with  great  Safety,  and  when  it 
is  neceiTary  to  be  kept  ftill  and 
quiet. 

For  the  firft  three  Months,  efpe- 
cially  Women  of  their  firft  Chil¬ 
dren,  I  would  have  them  ufe  as 
little  Exercife  as  poflible  ;  for  they 
are  more  liable  to  mifcarry  before 
that  Time  than  afterwards.  From 
the  third  to  the  fourth  Month  a 
little  more  Exercife  may  be  allow¬ 
ed  ;  and  which,  by  Degrees,  may 
be  increafed  till  towards  the  8tfi,, 
Indeed,  1  think  that  from  the  fourth 
to  the  eighth  they  may  fafely  make 
Ufe  of  moderate  Exercife,  avoiding 
every  thing  that  is  too  violent,  as 
being  jolted  too  much  in  a  Coach 
in  the  Streets,  or  walking  much  up 
and  down  Stairs.  Walking  mode¬ 
rately  on  the  plain  Ground,  or  rid- 

D  4  ing 
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ing  in  a  Coach  on  an  eafy  Road,  is 
the  bell. 

About  the  eighth  Month  the 
Fee tu s  (which,  till  this  Time  is 
placed  as  if  it  was  fitting  with  its 
Knees  up  to  its  Chin,  fupported  by 
its  Arms)  the  Head  now  becoming 
heavier  in  proportion  to  the  reft  of 
the  Body,  falls  down  by  its  own 
Weight ;  fo  that  it  turns  quite 
over,  the  Face  being  placed  towards 
the  Mother’s  Back,  and  its  Heels 
flying  uppermoft.  This  is  the  true 
Pofture  for  a  natural  Delivery  5 
therefore  when  Jfoe  Infant  is  about 
to  make  this  Alteration,  for  its  eafier 
Exit,  it  is  very  proper  that  the 
Mother  fliould  be  ft  ill  and  quiet : 
for  by  Motion  at  this  Time  it  is  very 
eafy  to  make  the  Infant  take  a 
wrong  Pofture,  beftdes  the  Hazard 
.  "  of 
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of  mifplacing  the  Womb,  which 
now  becomes  very  heavy.  And 
from  this  Time  to  that  of  Delivery, 
it  is  no  Matter  how  little  Exercife 
is  ufed,  becaufe  Nature,  which  acts 
always  for  the  bed,  is  now  prepar¬ 
ing  for  the  critical  Time.  The 
Womb,  with  the  Infant,  now  begins 
to  come  lower  by  Degrees ;  and  it 
is  abfolutely  neceffary  for  a  natural 
Delivery,  that  the  Womb  and  In¬ 
fant  fhould  be  fo  placed,  as  to  an- 
fwer  directly  to  the  Paffage,  which 
Exercife  would  rather  hinder  than 
promote.  So  that  thofe  Perfons  that 
jolt  themfelves  about  when  the  Time 
of  Labour  approaches,  thinking  to 
have  the  eafier  Delivery,  run  the 
greated  Hazard  of  caudng  one  of  the 
mod  difficult ;  for  as  the  uppermod 
Part  of  the  Uterus  is  now  quite 
looie  and  heavy,  being  not  fupported 
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by  its  Ligaments,  as.  when  not  im¬ 
pregnated,  To  that  by  any  fudden 
Motion  it  may  eahly  be  turned  from 
its  natural  Pofition  ;  which  will 
occafion,  when  Labour  eomes  on, 
a  great  Difficulty  ;  as  I  ffiall  ffiew, 
when  I  treat  of  difficult  Births, 
from  Obliquities  of  the  Womb. 
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PART  II. 

The  Art  of  Delivery,  &c. 


CHAP.  VI 

Of  a  Natural  Birth. 


A  BIRTH  ie  deemed  natural, 

when  it  comes  on  in  forty 
Weeks  from  the  Time  of  Concep¬ 
tion,  and  the  Infant  is  born  by  the 
Force  of  Pains,  with  little  A1M- 


ance, 
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ance,  within  two  or  three  Hours 
after  the  Difcharge  of  the  Waters. 

Pain  is  the  firft  Symptom  that 
occasions  a  Woman  to  think  of  her 
Labour.  It  is  of  the  greateft  Mo¬ 
ment,  when  a  Woman  is  feized 
with  Pain,  to  diftinguifh  whether 
it  is  the  true  Time  for  Labour,  or 
not,  becaufe  there  are  fpurious 
Pains,  with  which  Women  may  be 
afflicted,  from  various  Caufes,  that 
frequently  are  irdftaken  for  the  La¬ 
bour-pains. 

How  true  The  true  Pains  are  to  be  diftin- 

Pains  are  .  n  r  -»  r  ir  i 

to  be  di-guiined  from  the  ialie,  as  they 
Sion*" come  and  go  off  periodically  ;  but 
the  faife.  the  falfe  Pains  are  feldom  off.  And 
by  the  Touch,  which  is  the  moft 
certain  Method  of  being  able  to  di¬ 
ftinguifh  them,  the  one  will  be 
found  to  open  the  Mouth  of  the 

Wombj 
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Womb,  and  force  the  Membranes 
through  ;  whilft  the  other  is  found, 
when  the  Pain  abates,  to  have  no 
fuch  Effect,  but,  on  the  contrary, 
the  Womb  rather  contracts  than  di¬ 
lates  itfelf. 

In  falfe  Pains,  where  the  Womb  How  to 
is  not  open,  or  the  Waters  do  not  off 
form,  give  a  carminative  Glyfter, Pains- 
apply  warm  Cloaths  to  the  Belly, 
and  keep  the  Woman  very  quiet.- 
She  may  take  the  following  Draughts. 

R  Aq.  Month .  S.  Menth.  piper,  aa  3  vi.  01. 

Amygdal .  d<  Syr.  Alth.  da  3  iij.  M.  f, 

Hauft.  futnend,  r^td  qudq\  bora. 

Sometimes  it  happens,  that  there  Of  mix- 
fhall  be  mixed  Pains.  In  this  Cafe ed  Pauis' 
the  Woman  is  not  to  be  put  -upon 
her  Labour,  before  the  falfe  Pains 
are  taken  off ;  for  the  true  Pains 
will  not  come  to  any  Degree  of 

Strength 
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Strength  till  the  Ipurious  are  remov¬ 
ed.  For  this  Purpofe  take  the  Me¬ 
thod,  as  directed  above  ;  if  the  falfe 
Pains  do  not  ceafe,  then  give  the 
following  Anodyn. 

R  Pulv.  Rad.  Contr .  C.  PH.  Matth .  d  9fL 
Sperm.  Ceti  gr .  viij.  Syr.  Papav .  Err  at.  q.f. 
f.  fumend.Jtatim.  £s?  repet  end.  pro  re  natd. 

Signs  of  if  the  Pains  come  on  periodical- 

Labour.  a 

and  the  h/Iembranes  be  round 
to  be  propelled  through  the  Os 
Uteri,  and  a  glutinous  Matter  is 
difeharged,  tinged  with  Blood,  then 
the  Time  of  Labour  is  judged 
to  be  at  hand.  There  are  other 
Symptoms  of  Labour,  as  a  high, 
quick,  and  full  Pulfe  ;  a  high  Co¬ 
lour,  Vomitings,  Shiverings  with¬ 
out  Cold,  &c.\ 

If  the  Labour  be  quite  natural, 
viz.  the  Infant  prefenting  with  its 

Crown, 
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Crown,  and  its  Face  turned  to¬ 
wards  the  Mother’s  Back,  by  the 
Touch  the  Membranes  will  be  found 
to  form  themfelves  round  and  large, 
agreeable  to  the  Head  of  the  Child ; 
the  Head  of  the  Child  will  alfo  be 
oerceived  through  them  to  fall 
..ower  by  the  Force  of  the  Pains, 
which  is  always  a  Sign  of  a  quick 
and  eaiy  Labour. 


Great  Care  is  to  be  taken,  that 
the  Membranes  are  not  broke  be¬ 
fore  they  have  performed  their  pro¬ 
per  Office;  which  if  they  ffiould, 
the  Labour  would  be  greatly  im¬ 
peded;  becauie  the  Membranes,  with 
the  Waters  contained  in  them,  be¬ 
ing  propelled  through  the  Os  Uteri , 
by  the  Force  of  the  Pains  before  the 
Head  of  the  Child,  they  open  the 
Os  for  the  Head  to  pafs  through. 
When  the  Waters  are  difcharged, 

6  thev 
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they  facilitate  the  Birth,  by  lubri¬ 
cating  the  Pafiage  ;  whereas,  if 
they  were  difcharged  before  the 
Mouth  of  the  Womb  was  thorough¬ 
ly  opened,  the  Parts  would  become 
dry,  and  the  Labour  would  with 
much  more  Difficulty  be  per¬ 
formed. 

-  .  .•>  f .  i 

On  the  contrary,  it  is  poffible 
for  the  Membranes  to  be  fo  thick 
and  tough,  as  not  to  be  broke  by 
the  Force  of  the  Pains.  In  this 
Cafe,  after  the  Os  Uteri  is  fuffi- 

y 

ciently  dilated,  fo  that  the  Head  is 
ready  to  follow  after  their  Dif- 
charge,  the  Waters  fhould  be  let 
out,  by  perforating  the  Membranes 
in  the  Middle  of  a  Pain,  with  a 
Probe,  or  giving  them  a  little  T will 
with  the  Fingers.  For  if  by  the 
Force  of  Pains  the  Membranes  which 
are  joined  to  the  Placenta  fhould 

occafion 


(  49  ) 

occafion  a  Separation  of  that  from 
the  Uterus ,  a  Flooding  would  en- 
fue,  which  by  this  means  will  be 
prevented.  After  the  Difcharge  of 
the  Waters,  in  a  quite  eafy  Deli¬ 
very,  the  Head  follows  in  a  fhort 
Time.  As  foon  as  that  can  be 
taken  hold  of,  it  is  proper  to  draw 
hard  and  quick,  that  the  Shoulders 
may  not  lodge  in  the  Paffage  ;  after 
which  the  reft  of  the  Child  follows, 
without  any  Difficulty. 

An  Enquiry  ffiould  always  be 
made,  if  the  Patient  has  the  natural 
Evacuations  properly  by  Stool  and 
Urine  ;  for  if  fhe  be  coftive,  a  Gly- 
fter  ffiould  be  given  ;  or  if  a  Sup- 
preffion ,  of  Urine  for  any  Time, 
then  that  is  to  be  drawn  off  by  the 
Catheter. 


E 


i  ne 


The 

Touch 

What. 
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The  Manner  of  touching  a  Wo¬ 
man  is,  by  introducing  one  or  two 
of  the  Fore-Fingers,  covered  with 
fipme  Unguent,  through  the  Vagi¬ 
na  ;  fo  as  plainly  to  diftinguifh  the 
Os  Uteri ,  which  in  a  Womb  rightly 
placed,  is  iituated  in  the  Middle  of 
the  Pelvis. 

The  Patient  fhould  always  be 
tried  by  the  Touch  early  in  Labour, 
that  the  Situation  of  the  Womb  and 
Form  of  the  Pelvis  may  be  known ; 
as  alfo  to  judge  by  the  Feel  of  the 
Os  Uteri  and  the  Membranes,  whe¬ 
ther  the  Labour  is  likely  to  fucceed, 
or  not.  Before  I  leave  this  Chap¬ 
ter,  I  fhall  caution  young  Practi¬ 
tioners  againft  putting  Women  too 
early  on  their  Labour,  which  is  al¬ 
ways  attended  with  very  bad  Con- 
fequences ;  and  in  order  to  fhew 
how  cautious  they  ought  to  be,  I 


I 
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fhall  give  two  remarkable  Cafes, 
which  I  had  lately  in  this  Neigh¬ 
bourhood. 


CASE  I. 

A  Perfon,  who  had  a  very  hard 
Labour  of  her  firft  Child,  Ipoke  to 
.  me  to  attend  her  of  her  fecond. 
Accordingly  I  was  lent  for  }  w'hen 
I  came,  which  was  towards  the 
Evening,  I  found  that  fhe  had  been 
in  Pain  all  the  Night  before,  and 
that  Day,  and  then  leemed  to  have 
her  Pains  come  on  pretty  regular. 

I  perceived  the  abdomen  was  very 
much  funk,  which  made  me  think 
the  Labour  not  far  off.  On  the 
proper  Enquiry  I  found  the  Os  Ute¬ 
ri  fo  much  open  as  to  receive  two 
Fingers,  and  could  perceive  the 
Head  of  the  Infant  through  the 
Membranes.  But  after  a  few  Pains 

E  2  |  - 
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I  found  that  fhe  had  a  Mixture  of 
falfe  Pains  with  the  true  ;  accord¬ 
ingly  I  treated  her  as  directed  for 
the  mixed  Pains,  and  gave  her  the 
anodyn  Bolus,  which  made  her  to¬ 
lerably  eafy  that  Night.  Coming 
to  her  the  next  Morning,  I  found 
the  Pains  returning,  but  by  the 
Touch  perceived  the  Womb  clofer 
than  the  Evening  before.  I  repeat¬ 
ed  the  anodyn  Bolus,  and  gave  her 
the  oily  Draughts  that  Day,  every 
four  Hours,  At  Night  the  Pains 
returned  again,  but  did  not  open 
the  Mouth  of  the  Womb.-  On 
which  I  gave  her  a  Glyfter,  applied 
warm  Cloaths  to  her  Belly,  and 
gave  her  the  following  Bolufes  every 
tour  Hours. 

R  Pulv,  e  Chel.  C .  C.  3i.  Sp.  ceti.  9£.  Syr,  de 
Mecon .  £./  Bolus,  fumend,  quartd  qufy.  horL 


t 
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This  Method  took  off  the  Pain  ; 
fo  that  £he  continued  eafy  the  next 
Day.  At  Night  Labour  came  on, 
without  the  fpurious  Pains ;  but  it 
was  a  very  flow  one,  on  account  of 
the  Smallnefs  of  the  Pelvis ,  and  the 
Child  being  very  large.  I  would 
not  let  her  ftrive  with  her  Pains,  but 
let  them  go  on  and  off  quite  natu¬ 
ral,  without  any  additional  Effort 
on  her  Part. 

1 

(The  Reafons  will  be  given  for 
this  Conduct  in  the  next  Chapter, 
where  I  fhall  fpeak  of  difficult 
Births.)  After  a  few  Hours  I  got 
the  Head  low  in  the  Paffage,  and 
then  cauflng  the  Woman  to  ftrive  as 
much  as  poffible  with  her  Pains, 
with  great  Difficulty  delivered  her 
of  a  fine  Girl,  which,  with  the 
Mother,  is  very  well. 

E  3 
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CASE  II. 

I  was  fent  for  to  a  Woman  in 
this  Neighbourhood,  who  had  lome 
l  irae  before  fpoke  to  me  to  attend 
her  in  her  Pains,  having  had  before 
a  difficult  Delivery.  When  I  came 
I  found  her  in  ftrong  Pain,  which 
feemed  quite  natural,  with  other 
Symptoms  of  Labour,  as  Reachings, 
and  fhivering  without  Cold,  &C. 
and  by  the  Touch  found  the  Os 
Uteri  fo  far  dilated  as  to  receive  my 
Hand,  and  through  the  Membranes 
could  eafily  feel  the  Head  of  the 
Child,  which  lay  very  low.  After 
fome  considerable  Time  fpent,  find¬ 
ing  that  the  Os  Uteri ,  inftead  of 
being  farther  dilated,  was  rather 
more  contracted,  and  that  the  Mem¬ 
branes  were  not  propelled  by  the 
Force  of  the  Pains  through  the  Mouth 

of 
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of  the  Womb,  I  concluded,  notwith- 
ftanding  thefe  Appearances,  that  it 
was  not  her  Labour.  I  ordered  her  a 
Glyfter,  and  afterwards  the  anodyn 
Bolus,  which  entirely  eafed  her  ;  and 
did  not  hear  any  thing  more  from  her 
till  after  the  Expiration  of  three 
Weeks ;  when  being  again  fent 
for,  I  delivered  her,  in  about  two 
Hours,  of  the  largeft  Child  I  ever 
faw  born  alive.  The  Pelvis  of  the 
Woman  being  extremely  well  form¬ 
ed,  the  Child  pa  fled  without  any 
Difficulty.  I  am  of  Opinion,  that 
the  more  than  ordinary  Weight  of 
the  Child,  when  it  turned  in  the 
Womb,  was  the  Occaflon  of  thefe 
extraordinary  Symptoms.  This 

fhould  teach  us  to  be  very  careful 
not  to  believe  a  Woman  truly  in 
Labour,  till  there  is  the  grand,  and 
indeed  only  Symptom  which  is  ab- 
folutely  to  be  depended  on,  that  is, 

E  3  the 
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the  opening  of  the  Womb,  by  the 
propelling  of  the  Waters.  I  will 
only  add,  that  if  this  Woman  had, 
by  forcing  Medicines,  and  other 
imprudent  Methods,  been  put  on 
her  Labour,  the  Death  of  the  Child 
had  been  certain,  and  the  Mother’s 
Life  in  great  Danger. 


C  HAP. 
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h  b  I  ,*  ■> 

CHAP.  VII. 

Of  Difficult  Births. 

(  A  Difficult  Birth  is  occafioned 
■  either  from  the  oblique  Situa- 
ition,  or  Largenefs  of  the  Child  j 
i  from  the  bad  Formation  of  the  Pel- 
I  visy  or  from  the  Obliquity  of  the 
y  Womb. 

And,  firft,  we  will  conlider  that 
.  Labour,  which  is  rendered  difficult 
:  on  the  Part  of  the  Child,  and  which 
is  to  be  performed  only  by  the 
t  Hand. 


Of 


Of  the  Manual  Delivery. 
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Of  the  It  very  frequently  happens,  that 
the  Child  a  Child,  notwithftanding  it  prefents 
^^wright,  and  advances  low  into  the 
Vagina,  Vagina ,  yet  cannot  be  born  by  the 
not  be  Force  of  Pains,  without  fome  ex- 
boin  by  traordinary  Affiftance. 

the  force  J 

of  Pains, 


This  is  not  undefervedly  reckon¬ 
ed  one  of  the  moft  difficult  Gales, 
and  for  which  various  Inffiuments 
have  been  invented ;  but  I  am  in- 
tirely  of  Dr.  Daventers  Opinion, 
that  the  proper  Ufe  of  the  Hand  in 
this  Cafe  is  much  preferable  to  the 
inftru mental  Method. 


Method*  "F^e  Manner  °f  delivering  a 
of  Deli-  Woman  in  this  Cafe  is  this,  viz.  by 

very‘  laying  her  in  fuch  a  Pofture,  that 
there  may  be  no  Preffure  on  the 

lower 
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'  owerPart  of  the  Sacrum  or  Os  Coc- 
' cygis ,  which  recede  in  Labour  ;  and 
hy  that  means  enlarge  the  Pelvis  : 
When  the  Woman  is  properly 
(placed  (for  which  Purpofe  I  gene- 
ally  lay  her  on  her  left  Side)  the 
eft  Hand  well  covered  with  fome 
Unguent,  is  to  be  introduced  into 
[the  V agina ,  with  the  Palm  up- 
fwards ;  fo  that  when  the  Pains 
jcome  on,  the  Pelvis  is  to  be  en¬ 
larged  by  forcibly  thralling  back 
[the  Coccyx  with  the  Back  of  the 
[Hand,  and  at  the  fame  time  draw¬ 
ing  the  Hand  gently  down,  the 
Head  of  the  Child  will  be  brought 
lower  by  the  Palm,  the  Woman  is 
to  be  encouraged  to  drive  as  much 
as  poffible  with  her  Pains.  When 
the  Pain  is  off,  the  Hand  is  again  to 
be  introduced  as  before,  to  be  ready 
to  alfift  the  Patient  on  the  Return  of 
the  Pains.  When  the  Head  is  by 
i  this 
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this  means  brought  down  very  low, 
the  Affiftance  of  the  other  Hand 
may  be  added,  by  applying  it  on  the 
Head,  to  draw  it  down  at  the  fame 
time  that  the  left  is  employed  in 
—  the  Manner  directed.  I 

By  this  Method  the  Ufe  of  Inftru- 
ments  may  be  generally  laid  afide, 
and  by  which  I  have  delivered  a 
great  many  Women  with  more  Eale 
and  Safety  than  could  have  been 
with  any  Inftrument.  When  the 

the  infant  Head  of  the  Child  is  very  large,  and 
large,  in  the  Pelvis  but  fmall,  though  the 

tiorfto*  Child  prefents  quite  right,  be  very 
t^e  Pd-  cautious  how  you  increafe  the  Wo- 

*UiS  * 

man’s  Pains  ;  for  the  Plead  of  a 
Child  may  juftly  be  compared  to  a 
Piece  of  Pafte,  which  may  be 
formed  into  any  Shape. 
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If  the  Pains  be  brought  on  with 
too  much  Violence,  the  Head  will 
>  be  flattened  and  rivetted  in  the  Pel- 
I  vis,  which  flow  and  gradual  Pains 
will  by  degrees  bring  through  ; 
cfo  that  the  Heads  of  Infants  are  ge¬ 
nerally  formed  to  the  Shape  of  the 
c  Pelvis.  From  hence  it  is  very  plain, 

1  that  a  Labour,  though  flow  and 
(painful,  maybe  happily  efledred,  if 
limprudent  Methods  be  not  at  firfl: 
made  Ufe  of ;  and  if  they  be,  a  fafe 
Labour  may  be  rendered  one  of  the 
j  moft  difficult. 

% 

In  this  Place  I  will  take  NoticeStimuiat- 
of  the  great  Mifchief  that  may  bej;cgin^e' 
done  by  giving  ffimulating  Medi-  forbid, 
cines,  as  ftrong  Emmenagogues, 
Purges,  or  Vomits,  to  increale  Pain; 
becaufe,  inftead  of  promoting  De¬ 
livery,  it  is  very  plain  they  obflrufi 
it,  and  not  only  deftroy  the  Child, 

by 
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by  flattening  the  Head,  fo  that  it 
cannot  pals  the  Pelvis ,  but  run  a 
great  Hazard  alfo  of  killing  the 
Woman,  by  feparating  the  Placen- 
,ta,  and  by  that  means  bringing  on 
a  violent  Flooding. 

If  the  Woman  be  of  a  plethoric 
Habit,  it  will  be  necefiary  to  take 
off  a  little  Blood. 

If  fhe  fhould  be  low  or  faint, 
fome  cordial  Medicines  may  be 

given. 

R  Puh.  Rad.  Contray.  C.  9i.  Sp.  Celt.  Pulv. 
Gaftor.  Ruff,  dd  gr.  v.  Conf.  Alkerm.  q.  f. 
f.  Bolus  f amend.  Jlatim  6?  repel  end.  pro  re 
natd ,  cum  Cochlear,  iv.  Julap.  feq. 

R  Aq>  Cinnamon.  S.  Pulsg*  S.  dd  ^iv.  Puleg. 
fpirituof  gij.  )Spt.  Lav  end.  C.  gij.  Conf. 
Alkerm.  3  iij.  Syr .  Balfam.  ^vi.  M.  f.  Ju¬ 
lap.  Cochlear,  iv.  fumend.  pofl  Bol.  in  lan- 
guoribus , 
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A  little  warm  Caudle,  or  Wine 
and  Water,  may  be  now  and  then 
drank. 


Of  the  Advantage  of  this  Me- 
;thod  I  could  give  many  Inftances, 
but  the  two  following  will  be  fuf- 
ficient.  Indeed  the  £rft  Cafe  that 
I  have  given  as  to  the  Delivery, 
i  comes  properly  under  this  Head ; 
but  as  I  treated  there  of  the  Nature 
of  Pains,  I  gave  it  as  an  Inflance 
i  how  to  treat  a  Perfon  when  troubled 
i  with  mixed  Pains,  as  fhe  was. 

CASE  III. 

t 

About  three  Years  ago,  a  Perfon 
came,  to  delire  that  I  would  attend 
her  in  her  Labour,  for  that  fhe  was 
uin  her  4 2d  Year,  and  the  firft  Child. 
I  promifed  her  I  would.  When  I 
was  fent  for,  I  found  her  fairly  in 

Labour, 


(  64  ) 

Labour,  and  the  Waters  gathered. 
After  the  Difcharge,  I  perceived 
the  Head  of  the  Child  very  large 
and  firm,  and  the  Pelvis  of  the 
Woman  very  fmall.  I  would  not 
fuffer  her  to  ftrive  with  her  Pains, 
till  the  Head  was  come  into  the 
Paflage  ;  then  by  palling  my  Hand, 
and  thrufting  back  the  Coccyx ,  as  I 
have  directed  ;  encouraging  her  to 
exert  herfelf  as  much  as  pollible, 
I  delivered  her  of  a  fine  Child, 
after  being  with  her  about  twelve 
Hours. 

CASE  IV. 

About  two  Years  ago  I  was  fent 
for  to  a  Perfon,  about  five  Miles 
from  this  T own,  in  Labour  of  her 
firft  Child.  I  found  a  Midwife, 
and  a  Gentleman  juft  fet  out  in  the 
Profeftion,  attending.  They  told 

me 
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me  fhe  had  been  in  Labour  about 
twenty-four  Hours.  I  found  the 
Head  of  the  Child  fairly  in  the  Pel- 
vis,  but  the  Woman  a  great  deal 
fatigued.  The  Pains  were  flack;  on 
which  Account  I  let  her  alone,  and 
fhe  got  fome  Sleep.  After  waiting 
four  or  five  Hours,  fhe  having  recruit- 
ed  her  Spirits,  the  Pains  returned  with 
more  Strength  ;  and  on  my  giving 
her  the  Afliftance,  as  directed,  I 
foon  delivered  her  of  a  fine  Boy. 

PiPBt  W  I  «r.  ..  < 

If  by  the  Touch  the  Membranes  How  to 
be  only  perceived  diftended  with  the 
Waters,  without  finding  any  Part  difficult 
of  the  Child,  then  it  is  to  be  feared  fore^he 
that  the  Head  is  pitched  on  fome 
Part  of  the  Pelvis,  becaufe  the  Pains  charged, 
have  not  brought  it  down  ;  if  any 
of  the  Limbs  prefent,  then  the  Mem¬ 
branes  are  formed  long  and  flender, 

F  like 
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like  a  Gut,  and  the  Limb  is  per¬ 
ceived  through  them. 


The  f  If,  when  the  Waters  be  difcharg- 
the  Child  cd,  the  Head  of  the  Infant  is  found, 

mt'hed  *n  a  Womb  well  placed,  lodged  on 
the  Pubis  or  Os  Coxendicis ,  the  Hand 
is  to  be  paffed  up  by  the  Head,  that 
it  may  be  known  in  what  Manner 
it  is  engaged  with  the  Bones  ;  and 
is  to  be  paffed  between  the  Head 
nd  the  Bone,  and  diredted  to- 


on  the 
Bones  j 


O.J 


Flow  to 
be  treat- 

ed.  —  wards  the  Paffage. 


If  the  Head  be  pitched  on  the 
Pubis ,  the  other  Hand  fhould  be 
applied  to  the  Outfide  of  the  Abdo- 
men^  where  the  Head  is,  and  prefs’d 
gently  down,  at  the  fame  time  that 
the  Hand  in  the  W omb  conducts  it 
towards  the  Paffage.  The  Hand  is 
to  be  conftantly  kept  up  between 
the  Head  and  the  Pubis,  during  the 

Pains, 
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I  Pains,  till  it  is  wholly  dilengaged  * 

01  elfe  the  Cmld  will,  m  all  Proba- 
.  bihty,  be  deftroyed,  by  the  Pains 
•  forcing  its  tender  Head  upon  the 
-Edge  of  the  Bone.  But  if  the 
Head,  by  this  means,  do  not  rea¬ 
dily  come  into  the  Paffage,  then 
;  Feet  of  the  Infant  are  to  be 
fought  for,  and  extracted  by  them. 

The  Woman,  when  a  Child  isTheMe-' 
to  be  turned,  is  to  be  laid  with 
Shoulders  low,  and  her  Hips  railed  Child, 
high,  as  in  the  Reduction  of  an  tangly 
'He? thu.  Alter  the  Patient  is  put 's^ect' 

into  this  Polition,  the  Head  of  the 
Infant  is  to  be  prefled  back,  and  re¬ 
turned  as  much  as  poflible  ;  the 
i  Hand  is  to  be  pafied  by  it,  and  the 
Feet  to  be  fought  for.  It  is  very 
feldom,  in  a  full-grown  Infant,  that 
both  the  Feet  are  to  be  brought 
down  together  ;  but  having  brought 

F  2  dawn. 
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down  one,  the  great  Toe  will  be  a 
Direction  to  find  the  other ;  then 
palling  the  Hand  gently  to  the 
Groin,  the  other  is  to  be  found,  and 
brought  down.  And  by  this  Means, 
if  it  fhould  fo  happen,  that  there  is 
more  than  one  Child  in  the  Womb, 
there  will  be  no  Danger  of  mifmatch- 
ing  the  Legs ;  and  by  this  Caution 
may  be  fure  that  both  belong  to  the 
fame  Child. 

If  the  Toes  be  turned  up  to¬ 
wards  the  Mother’s  Belly,  having 
the  Legs  in  a  Cloth,  they  are  gently 
to  be  drawn.  When  you  have  the 
Thighs,  then  turn  the  Child  gently 
at  the  fame  Time  as  you  draw,  that 
the  Face  of  the  Infant  may  be 
turned  towards  its  Mother’s  Back. 
By  this  Means  the  Chin  will  be 
prevented  from  lodging  on  the  Pu¬ 
bis, 
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bis ,  which  it  would  do  if  it  was 
brought  with  its  Face  uppermoft. 

\  ' 

Authors  are  much  divided  in 
their  Sentiments,  whether  tire  Arms 
of  the  Child  are  to  be  brought 
down,  or  be  left  up,  to  come  with 
the  Head.  Daventer  is  entirely  of 
Opinion,  that  the  Arms  fhould  be 
left  up,  in  order  to  hinder  the  Ute¬ 
rus  fromcontra&ing  about  the  Neck 
of  the  Child  ;  Mauriceau  is  of  a 
different  Opinion,  and  recommends 
the  bringing  down  the  Arms;  Mr. 
Chapman  highly  condemns  Daven¬ 
ter  %  Practice  in  this  Particular.  I 
think  that  the  Method  of  leaving  up 
the  Arms  is  beft  ;  for  as  it  is  the 
natural  Property  of  the  Uterus  to 
contract  itfelf,  there  would  be  great 
Danger  of  firangling  the  Infant,  by 
its  Contraction  about  the  Neck  of 

F  3 


(  70  )  I  jj 

it  •  which,  by  the  Arms  being  Jett 
up,  prevents. 

.  '■  -•  V”  .  f. 

I  am  inclinable  to  think,  that 
thole  Per  Ions  who  difient  in  this 
Particular  from  Dav  enter,  did  not 
di aw  the  Infant  in  the  Manner  he 
directs  ;  viz.  quite  down  towards 
the  Re  Bum,  and  the  Head  will  then 
dip  under  the  Pubis ,  with  very 
little  i  rouble  ,  whereas,  if  the  In¬ 
fant  be  drawn  ftraight,  then  indeed 
there  vnll  be  ire  greatejl  Hazard  of 
dividing  the  Vertebra,  and  leaving  1 
the  Head  behind ;  and  which  will 
be^  the  fame,  whether  the  Arms  be 
left  up  or  not. 

I  have  delivered  feveral  by  this 
Method,  and  never  met  with  the 
leail  Accident  •  and  am  entirely  of 
Opinion,  that  where  any  Mif- 
chance  has  happened,  that  it  ra-  i 

ther 
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ther  proceeded  from  the  wrong 
Manner  of  drawing  the  Infant,  tnan 
from  the  Arms  being  left  up.  but 
ii  one  or  both  Arms  fhould  by  Ac¬ 
cident  come  down,  then  the  Hand 
muft  be  immediately  introduced,  to 
hinder  the  Womb  from  contracting 
about  its  Neck ;  and  whilft  it  is 
drawn  by  one  Hand  quite  down¬ 
wards,  with  the  other  you  bring  the 
Head  of  the  Child  under  the  Pubis, 
by  putting  two  Fingers  into  its 
Mouth ;  and  the  Thumb  being 
placed  under  the  Chin,  you  bend  it 
down  towards  its  Bread:,  and  draw¬ 
ing  at  the  fame 'lime  with  the  other 
Hand,  it  flips  under  the  Bone. 

It  fhould  always  be  a  Rule  in 
this  Operation,  as  in  all  others,  when 
there  is  Occaiion  for  introducing  the 
Hand  into  the  Womb,  to  keep  the 
Fingers  quite  flraight ;  for  by  bend- 

F  4  ing 
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ing  them,  the  Knuckles  will,  by 
preffing  again#  the  Uterus ,  give 
the  Woman  great  Uneafinefs. 

Of  the  It  fometimes  happens,  that  the 

^ir^ntHead  {hall  be  brought  through  the 
being  Vagina ,  and  there  {hall  be  a  Diffi- 
ft°cklngdculty,  by  its  flicking  at  the  Shoul- 
at;  the  Jers>  jn  this  Situation  the  Fingers 

Shoulders  ,  .  .  .  , 

are  to  be  introduced,  one  under 
each  Axilla ,  If  the  Uterus  be  found 
to  be  contrasted  about  them,  then 
that  is  gently  to  be  dilated  with  the 
Fingers;  and  afterwards  by  draw¬ 
ing  under  the  Arms,  gently  mov¬ 
ing  backwards  and  forwards,  the 
Infant  is  to  be  delivered,  if  the 
Rule  laid  down  in  Chap.  VI.  p.  49. 
be  obferved,  this  Accident  will  be 

Of  the  In  all  Poftures  of  the  Infant,  the 
coming  punjs  Umbili calls  is  liable  to  come 

cLwn  or 

down  5 
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down,  which  is  very  dangerous  to  f‘e  F.u”‘s 
the  Infant ;  for  by  being  expofed  to  catit 
the  cold  Air,  the  Circulation  of  the  - — 
Blood  is  liable  to  be  flopped  be¬ 
tween  the  Mother  and  the  Child  ; 


which,  if  it  fhould  be  before  it  re¬ 
ceives  Air  by  the  Lungs,  to  keep  up 
the  Circulation  that  Way,  the  Child 
muft  inevitably  be  loft.  As  foon°ft!l®. 

/  #  greateir 

as  it  is  perceived,  it  muft  be  re-  Danger 
turned  immediately,  and  kept  up^eIn” 
as  much  as  poftible,  to  prevent  the 
the  bad  Eftedts  of  the  Cold.  If  it 
be  like  to  be  a  quick  Labour,  the 
Funis  muft  be  put  as  much  as  pof- 
ftble  behind  the  Head  of  the  Child; 
and  if  by  the  Force  of  Pains  it  be 
brought  down,  muft  as  often  be 
returned.  But  if  there  be  any  Ob- 
ftacle  to  a  fpeedy  Delivery,  the  In¬ 
fant  muft  he  turned,  and  extracted 
by  its  Feet,  in  order  to  lave  its 
Life,  which  is,  in  this  Cafe,  in  the 

moft 
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moft  imminent  Danger.  If  the  Fu¬ 
nis  has  been  down  any  conflderable 
Time,  it  is  always  to  be  apprehend- 
—  ed  that  the  Child  is  dead. 

Of  the  It  often  happens,  that  the  Funis 

ingtwift-  fhall  be  twilled  about  the  Neck  of 

ea  about  chpA  •  this  hinders  and  makes 

the  Neck  y  _ 

of  the  the  Delivery  much  flower.  It  is  to 

Chl,d'  be  known  by  the  Refiiition  of 
the  Head,  after  the  Pains  are  gone 
off;  the  Pains  are  to  be  encouraged 
as  much  as  poflible,  in  order  to 
overbalance  the  Force  of  this  Re- 
fiftance.  When  the  Head  of  the 
Child  is  born,  and  the  String  is 
found  much  twilled  about  its  Neck, 
it  is  a  very  good  Method,  whilft  the 
String  is  held,  to  let  an  A  Hi  flan  t 
pals  a  Pair  of  Sciflars,  and  divide 
it.  By  this  Method  the  Danger  of 
llrangling  the  Child  will  be  entirely 
prevented,  there  will  be  no  Hazard 
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of  breaking  the  String,  or  forcibly 
tearing  off  the  Placenta:  To  all 
which  Accidents,  in  this  Cafe,  we 
are  liaole,  without  great  Care. 

Sometimes  the  Placenta  fhall  be  °f  the 
fo  far  Separated,  as  to  fall  by  its 
Weight  to  the  Os  Uteri,  before  the  '(ng  be' 

'  Child*  This  is  always  attended  Child. e 
with  a  violent  Flooding  ;  and  by  the 
Feel  a  flefhy  Subfiance  is  perceived  j 
neither  are  the  Membranes,  or  any 
Part  of  the  Child,  to  be  felt.  The 
P lacenta  is  as  much  as  poflible  to 
be  put  afide  ;  if  that  cannot  be 
done,  then  Way  muft  be  made  to 
come  at  the  Child,  by  thrufting  the 
I  Fingers  through  it,  till  the  Mem¬ 
branes  are  perceived  :  The  Waters 
being  difcharged,  the  Child  is  to 
be  taken  by  the  Feet,  and  extract¬ 
ed  as  foon  as  poffible.  For  here  is 
the  greateft  Danger  of  the  Lives 

?  ■  both 


Of  a 
Child 
coming 
with  its 
Face  up- 
permoit. 
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both  of  Mother  and  Child  ;  to  the 
Woman  from  a  violent  Flooding  ; 
to  the  Infant,  by  the  Stoppage  of 
the  Circulation  between  that  and 
the  Mother,  by  the  Separation  of 
the  Placenta . 

If  a  Child  come  with  its  Face 
towards  the  Pubis ,  it  will  prolong 
the  Labour,  as  the  Face  is  apt  to 
be  Iqueezed  againft  that  Bone,  and 
the  Child  in  that  Pofition  cannot 
make  fo  ftrong  an  Effort  as  when 
in  a  natural  Pofture.  In  this  Cafe 
the  Labour  is  frequently  flow,  tho’ 
generally  fafe.  If  any  Part  of  the 
Face  lodges  on  the  Pubis.,  it  is  to 
be  difengaged  by  introducing  a 
Finger  or  two  between  that  and  the 
Bone ;  and  when  the  Pain  comes 
on,  direct  it  from  the  Pubis.  If 
the  Labour  is  not  like  to  fucceed, 
then  lay  the  Woman  in  a  proper 

Pofture, 
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Pofture,  and  return  the  Head  into 
the  Womb,  and  deliver  her,  by- 
turning  the  Child,  and  extracting  it 
by  its  Feet. 

If  an  Infant  prefents  with  its  Of3 

f  Chiki 

Face  to  the  Paftage,  it  cannot  beaming 
born  in  that  Pofture.  The  Hand  is*lth  ',ts 

r ace  tor- 

gently  to  be  introduced  (after  the  wards. 
Woman  is  laid  in  the  Pofttion  as 
directed  for  turning  of  a  Child)  and 
the  Bread  is  gently  to  be  prefled 
back.  When  the  Head  of  the  Child 
is  perceived  to  fall  on  your  Hand, 
then  withdraw  it,  and  the  Child 
will  be  found  to  be  rightly  fttuated. 

But  if  upon  this  Preffure  the  Head 
do  not  fall,  then  put  it  by,  turn  the 
Child,  and  deliver  by  its  Feet. 

In  all  Cafes,  where  the  Child  Of.3 
prefents  any  other  Part  than  theprefent- 
Head,  the  Feet  are  to  be  fought  "s  wnh 
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its  Shoul-  |-or  and  by  them  brought  forth,  as 
Arm.  is  already  directed.  The  greater 
Diftance  the  Feet  are  from  the 
Mouth  of  the  Womb,  the  greater 
will  be  the  Difficulty  of  Delivery. 
A  Child  prefenting  with  its  Shoul¬ 
der,  or  Arm,  are,  on  that  Account, 
reckoned  the  mod:  difficult.  In 
both  thefe  Cafes  the  Hand  is  to  be 
paffed,  and  the  Child  turned,  and 
brought  away  by  the  Feet. 

One  or  if  early  in  Labour,  one  or  both 
Hands  Hands  ffiould  come  down  with  the 
prefen.t'  Head  ;  you  may  endeavour  to  keep 

ing  with  J  t 

the  Head.  them  up,  but  if  they  cannot,  fo  as 
to  give  the  Head  Liberty  of  coming 
into  the  Paflage,  then  the  Child  is 
to  be  turned,  and  brought  away  by 
the  Feet. 


I 


Of  a 
Child 


When  the  Belly  of  the  Child 
prefents,  the  Funis  Umbilicahs  ai¬ 
med 
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mod  always  comes  down;  and  onPrerent- 
that  Account  the  Delivery  is  to  be thf  Belly 
performed  as  foon  as  poffible,  for 
the  Safety  of  the  Child.  If  the 
Legs  be  turned  much  backwards, 
they  are  not  to  be  fetch’d  without 
fome  Difficulty.  The  Hand  is  to 
be  introduced  by  gently  putting 
back  the  Infant,  fo  that  it  may  be 
palled  to  the  Feet,  and  by  them 
I  extracted. 

When  the  Back  comes  lirlf,  the  Of  a 
Labour  is  very  difficult,  becaufe^nt_ 
this  Part  takes  up  fo  large  a  Space,  !ns,with 
that  it  is  with  no  fmall  Trouble  that*' 
the  Feet  are  to  be  found,  efpecially 
if  bent  much  backwards  :  The  Fu¬ 
nis  in  this  Polition  is  alfo  very  liable 
to  come  down.  The  Delivery  in 
this  Cafe  is  much  the  fame  as  in  the 
former.  After  laying  the  Woman 
with  her  Shoulders  low  and  Flips 

2  raifed, 
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raffed,  the  Back  of  the  Infant  is 
gently  to  be  moved,  and  by  palling 
the  Hand  where  there  is  the  leaft 
Reliftance,  the  Feet  are  to  be  fought 
for,  and  by  them  brought  forth. 

child  When  the  Knee  offers  itfelf,  there  * 
prefent-  ought  to  be  great  Care,  that  it  is 
!f»Knee no*-  tniftaken  for  the  Head,  on  Ac¬ 
count  of  the  Roundnefs  of  it.  As 
foon  as  it  is  known  that  this  Part 
prefents,  it  is  not  to  be  buffered  to 
come  in  this  Pofition,  but  the  Knee 
being  thruft  back,  the  Hand  being 
carried  along  the  Leg  to  the  Foot 
that  is  to  be  brought  down  ;  after¬ 
wards  the  other  is  to  be  fought  for, 
and  by  them  the  Child  is  to  be  de¬ 
livered. 


Of  a 

Child 

prefent- 

ing  with 

the 

Nates, 


If  an  Inrant  prefents  with  the 
Nates  (inftead  of  the  Method  which 
Daventer  recommends,  of  deliver¬ 
ing 
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ing  in  the  fame  Manner  as  in  a  na¬ 
tural  Labour,  enlarging  the  Pelvis 
by  thrufting  back  the  Coccyx )  I 
Ihould  rather  think,  that  the  bring¬ 
ing  down  the  Feet  by  thrufting  up 
the  Nates  with  one  Hand,  whilft: 
the  other  is  introduced  to  fearch  for 
the  Feet,  a  much  fafer  Operation. 
For  when  the  Hand  can  be  intro¬ 
duced  for.  Delivery  by  the  firft  Me¬ 
thod,  it  may  always  for  the  fecond : 
And  great  Pain,  as  well  as  Danger, 
will  be  avoided,  elpecially  on  the 
Part  of  the  Infant,  this  being  a  \jery 
dangerous  Pofition  for  the  Child. 

'y 

If  the  Nates  be  advanced  fo  low 
as  not  to  be  returned,  then  the  In¬ 
fant  mull  be  born  in  this  Pofture. 
By  introducing  a  Finger  into  each 
Groin,  you  draw  with  fome  Force, 
moving  it  to  and  through  at  the 
fame  Time.  But  if  it  be  poflible 

G  to 
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!  ,  v 

to  deliver  by  the  Feet,  it  is  much 
the  heft,  and  which  is  always  to  be 
done  without  Delay ;  for  this  is  the 
moft  dangerous  Pofture  for  the  In¬ 
fant,  by  the  great  Compreflion  it 
buffers.  In  this  folded  Poution,  from 
the  Preffure,  the  Meconium  gene¬ 
rally  comes  from  the  Infant,  tho’ 
alive  ;  but  when  it  comes  away  in¬ 
voluntary  in  any  other  Situation,  it 
is  a  certain  Sign  of  a  dead  Child. 


one  or 
both 


Of  a  When  a  Child  prelents  with  one 
prefen  t-  or  both  Feet,  a  great  deal  of  Trouble 
me  wnh  js  favec[  the  Artift,  as  well  as 

r*r  ^ 

great  Pain  avoided  by  the  Patient ; 
feet‘  for  indeed  it  is  the  beft  Pofture  that 
a  Child  can  prefent  in,  unlefs  where 
there  is  the  moft  natural  and  eafy 
Labour.  For  if  Nature  cannot  ef¬ 
fect  the  Bufinefs,  in  all  Probability 
the  Infant  muft  be  put  into  this  Po- 
fition  by  Art,  which  is  already 
4  done 


f  done  to  his  Hands ;  and  the  De~ 
i  livery  may  be  happily  effected  with 
ilittle  Trouble,  by  obferving  the 
Directions  laid  down,  where  I  treat 
of  the  Method  of  turning  a  Child, 
and  delivering  it  by  the  Feet. 

After  one  Child  is  born,  andOf 
there  is  another  in  the  Womb,  it  . 
is  generally  the  belt  Method  to  di i- 
charge  the  Waters,  and  in  whatever 
Pofture  the  Infant  is,  to  fearch  for 
and  extrad  it  by  the  Feet ;  for  the 
Parts  being  now  thoroughly  opened 
by  the  Birth  of  one  Child,  there 
will  be  fufficient  Room  for  the  Paf- 
i  fage  of  the  other,  which  by  waiting 
will  be  again  contracted  ;  and  the 
Patient,  who  perhaps  is  greatly  ex- 
haufted  by  the  Birth  of  the  firft, 
will  fcarcely  have  fufficient  Spirits 
for  a  fecond  Conflict  •,  and  which 
may,  in  a  great  Meafure,  be  pre- 

G  2  vented 
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vented  by  delivering  by  Art:  For  it 
fometimes  happens,  that  there  is  a 
large  Space  between  the  Births,  if 
left  entirely  to  Nature,  of  which  I 
had  a  late  Inftance. 

CASE  V. 

I  was  fent  for  to  deliver  a  poor 

Woman  of  her  feeond  Child,  who 

/  * 

had  the  firft  bom  two  Days  before. 
On  Examination  I  found  the  Arm 
in  the  Paffage,  and  on  the  leaft 
Touch  my  Fingers  were  covered 
with  the  Cuticle  ;  on  which  I  made 
a  Prognoftic  of  a  dead  Child,  and 
was  told,  that  the  Woman,  about 
a  Fortnight  before,  had  received  a 
Fright ;  and  I  believe,  that  the 
Child  had  been  fo  long  dead,  from 
the  Condition  it  was  in.  I  laid  her 
in  a  proper  Polition,  as  dire&ed, 
and  delivered  her  in  a  little  Time, 

with 
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1  with  great  Eafe,  by  turning  the 
Child,  and  extracting  it  by  its  Feet, 

But  it  may  fometi'mes  happen,  it 
!  the  fecond  Child  fhould  prefent 
J  right  (which  it  very  fcldom  does) 
|  and  the  Pains  ftrong;  fo  that  the 

[Waters  form  themfelves  immediate¬ 
ly,  and  the  Head  is  perceived  to 
follow  faff  :  Then,  indeed,  as  Na¬ 
ture  will,  in  all  Probability,  loon 
accomplifh  her  own  Work,  I  think 
it  may  then  be  very  fafe  to  leave  it 
:  to  her.  But  if  the  Pains  llacken  or 
;  go  off,  though  the  Child  fhould 
:  prefent  right,  then  it  is  befl  to  de¬ 
liver  immediately  by  Art. 

C  A  S  E  VI.  ■ 

I  had  a  very  uncommon  In  fiance 
of  a  Woman  in  this  Neighbour¬ 
hood,  whom  I  delivered  of  three 
|  G  3  Cl-.il- 
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Children,  two  alive  and  one  dead. 
They  all  came  right,  and  followed 
fo  faft  by  the  Force  of  Pains,  that 
they  were  born  as  foon,  by  giving 
Nature  the  common  Affiftance,  as 
if  I  had  delivered  by  Art.  Tbp 
greateft  Difficulty  attending  this 
Affair  was  the  ex  trading  of  the 
Placenta ,  which  were  all  joined  to¬ 
gether,  and  adhered  very  ftrongly 
to  the  Uterus.  The  Method  I  took 
to  extrad  them,  I  {hall  give  in  the 
next  Chapter,  where  I  treat  of  the 
Manner  of  feparating  Placenta. 


Of  the 
Limbs  of 
Twins 
being 
( o .  impli¬ 
cated  in 
the 

Womb. 


It  may  happen,  that  the  Mem¬ 
branes,  by  the  Force  of  a  Pain,  may 
be  both  broke  at  the  fame  l  ime  ; 
and  the  Children  may  by  that 
Means  be  complicated  together.  In 
this  Cale  great  Care  and  Caution 
ought  to  be  made  Ufe  of,  that  the 
Parts  of  each  Child  may  be  diflind- 
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ly  known ;  which  is  no  very  eafy 
Matter  to  do,  if  the  Arms  or  i  egs 
of  both  fhould  prefent.  By  the  Feel 
it  would  be,  as  if  there  were  nothing 
but  Arms  and  Legs  in  the  Womb. 

The  Foot  of  the  lowed  is  to  be 
brought  down  ;  and  by  palling  the 
Hand  to  the  Groin,  you  will  be  af- 
fured,  that  both  the  Feet  belong  to 
the  fame  Child.  If  the  Foot  of  the 
uppermod  prefents,  that  is  to  be  put 
by,  and  the  lowed  is  fird  to  be  de¬ 
livered. 

Sometimes  it  happens,  that  twoofm0n 
Children  fhall  be  contained  in  theftrous 
fame  Membrane.  In  this  Cafe,  by  Births‘ 
being  prelfed  together,  the  Fibres  • — 
of  the  Infants  frequently  inofculate 
with  each  other,  fo  that  they  grow 
together.  This  is  what  occafions 
mondrous  Births.  There  is  no  ge¬ 
neral  Rule  to  be  laid  down  here  ; 

G  4  but 
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but  whoever  has  this  hard  Talk  al¬ 
lotted  him,  mull;  a£t  according  as 
his  Judgment  directs  him. 


Of  dull-  Having  considered  the  Caufes  of 
hours  difficult  Births,  from  the  oblique 
ObUqui-  Situations  of  Infants,  we  come  now 
sits  of  the  to  confider  the  Caufes  of  difficult 
vvoo.b.  p-rt|ls^  from  Obliquities  of  the 

Womb.  Various  are  the  Sentiments 
oi  Authors,  in  regard  to  Obliqui¬ 
ties  of  the  Womb  ;  feveral  having, 
imagined,  that  the  W omb,  on  Ac¬ 
count  of  its  being  ftrongly  tied  and 
kept  up  by  its  Ligaments,  could 
not  be  difplaced ;  which,  indeed,  in 
a  Womb  not  impregnated,  is  true. 
But  when  the  great  Difference  be¬ 
tween  a  W omb  not  impregnated  and 
one  that  is,  comes  to  be  conlider- 
ed  (efpeciaily  at  the  latter  End  of 
Pregnancy,  when  the  Foetus  is  al- 
molt  come  to  its  full  Growth)  the 

Liga- 
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I  Ligaments,  that  before  Pregnancy 
i  were  fixed  to  its  upper  Part  (by  the 
I  great  Diftenfion  the  Uterus  fuffers 
;  at  prefent)  do  not  now  reach  to 
;  above  a  third  Part  of  the  Womb; 

I  fo  that  at  this  Time  they  do  not  fo 
i  entirely  fecure  it,  but  it  may  by 
Accidents  be  difplaced,  either  for¬ 
wards,  backwards,  or  on  either 
Side. 

Maurieeau  reckons  among  the 
Caufes  of  difficult  Labours,  the  bad 
Situation  or  Conformation  of  the 
Uterus  \  but  in  treating  of  difficult 
Births  he  takes  no  more  Notice  of 
it,  but  attributes  the  Difficulties  en¬ 
tirely  to  the  oblique  Situations  of 
Infants. 

I  .  '  Tr  <  I 

Daventer  is  the  firft  Perfon  that 

has  clearly  explained  the  Doctrine 

of  Obliquities  of  the  Womb.  In¬ 
deed 


The 
Signs 
of  an 
oblique 
Womb. 
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deed,  it  is  of  the  utmoft  Confe- 
quence  rightly  to  underftand,  fo  as 
to  be  able  to  diilinguiffi  by  the 
Touch,  in  the  Beginning  of  Labour, 
the  true  Situation  of  the  Womb. 

The  Signs  of  an  oblique  Womb 
are;  when  the  Os  Uteri  is  high 
and  out  of  Reach,  fo  that  only  a 
Semicircle  of  it  can  be  touched,  and 
that  with  fome  Difficulty.  The 
Vagina  will  be  alfo  drawn  up  with 
the  Uterus ,  which,  by  following 
the  Courfe  of,  will  be  a  Guide  to 
the  Os  Uteri.  In  this  Cafe,  though 
the  Infant  be  rightly  placed,  yet  it 
cannot  be  born  till  this  bad  Situa¬ 
tion  of  the  Womb  is  rectified,  by 
bringing  it  as  nearly  as  poffible  in¬ 
to  its  proper  Pofition. 

In  all  Obliquities,  though  the 
Infant  prefents  right  to  the  Mouth 

of 
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of  the  Womb,  and  is  in  that  Re- 
foedt  properly  lituated  ;  yet,  on 
Account  of  the  Obliquity  of  the 
Womb,  the  Infant  alfo  is  rendered 

oblique,  in  regard  to  the  Paffage, 

* 

The  Signs  of  an  Obliquity  for- Of  a« 
wards  are;  a  large  Belly  hanging s£tio« 
pendulous,  like  a  Bag,  over  the  Cb°kthe, 

*1  7  5  TT  -  •  r  1 Womb 

Pubis  y  and  the  Us  Uteri  is  found  forward? 
high  againfl:  the  Sacrum.  The^sof 
proper  Method  of  delivering  in  this  it. 
Cafe  is,  to  lay  the  Woman  with  her 
Head  low,  and  her  lower  Parts 
raifed,  as  directed  when  a  Child  is 
to  be  turned,  one  Hand  being 
introduced  into  the  Vagina ,  with 
the  Palm  upwards,  as  high  as  you 
can  between  the  Sacrum  and  the 
Head  of  the  Child.  When  the 
Pains  come  on,  a  ftrong  and  equal 
Depreiuon  is  to  be  made  by  forcing 
back  the  Os  Coccygis,  and  at  the 
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fame  Time  gently  drawing  the 
Mouth  of  the  Womb  towards  the 
PalTage,  whilft,  with  the  other 
Hand  applied  externally,  the  Bot¬ 
tom  of  the  Womb  is  gently  to  be 
railed  into  a  relupine  Polxtion. 
When  the  Pains  go  olf,  you  are  to 
ceafe,  but  be  in  Readinefs  againft 
their  Return,  by  introducing  the 
Hand  internally  as  high  as  you  can, 
and  having  the  other  Hand  ready  to 
be  applied  to  lift  up  the  Uterus  ex-- 
ternally.  Jf  the  Uterus  hang  very 
much  over  the  Pubist  it  will  be 
difficult  to  gain  any  Knowledge  by 
the  Touch ,  on  Account  of  the  Va¬ 
gina  being  fo  much  drawn  up  with 
it.  In  this  Cafe,  after  the  Woman 
is  placed  as  before  directed,  the 
Uterus  is  to  be  gently  raifed  and 
fupported,  as  high  as  you  can  ;  by 
■which  Means  the  Mouth  of  the 
Womb  and  the  Vagina  will  be 

brought 
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brought  into  fuch  a  Situation,  that 
the  Hand  may  be  eafily  introduced, 
with  which  the  Mouth  of  the  Womb 
is  gently  to  be  brought  into  its  pro¬ 
per  Situation,  whilft,  with  the  other 
Hand  externally  applied,  the  Fun¬ 
dus  of  the  Womb  is  raifed  into  its 
proper  Place.  Of  this  Mr,  Chap¬ 
man  gives  us  two  remarkable  In- 
dances,  in  his  Fifth  and  Sixth  Cafes, 
where  (notwithftanding  he  is  by  no 
Means  for  allowing  of  Obliquities  of 
the  Womb)  he  gives  us  the  plained: 
Demonftration  of  an  Obliquity  for¬ 
wards  that  can  be. 

CASE  VII. 

I  was  fent  for  about  a  Year  a  to 

-  O 

to  a  Woman,  at  four  Miles  Diftance 
from  this  Town,  who  had  been  a 
confiderable  Time  in  Labour.  On 
Examination  I  found  the  Qs  Uteri 


more 
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more  than  ordinary  backwards,  with 
the  Head  of  the  Child  bearing  hard 
againft  the  Sacrum.  Having  put 
her  into  a  proper  Pofture,  viz.  the 
lower  Parts  higher  than  the  upper, 
I  palled  one  Hand  under  the  Head 
of  the  Child,  and  by  applying  the 
other  externally,  delivered  her  the 
third  or  fourth  Pain. 

CASE  VIII. 

I  was  lent  for,  about  fix  Months 
fince,  to  a  Perlon  whofe  Waters 
had  been  dilcharged  for  lome  con- 
fiderable  Time;  and  on  making  a 
proper  Enquiry  found  the  Head  of 
the  Infant,  with  the  Os  Uteri  at¬ 
tending,  bearing  hard  againft  the 
Sacrum.  After  putting  her  into  a 
proper  Pofture,  I  delivered  her,  in 
about  an  Hour,  by  the  fame  Me¬ 
thod  as  in  the  preceding  Cafe. 

If, 
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If,  from  the  Careleffnefs  or  Ig-  °f  the 
norance  of  the  Operator,  who  is  with  ^infant 
a  Woman  at  the  Beginning  of  her  ^IliJj1gein' 
Labour,  the  Head  of  the  Child,  crooked 
with  the  Os  Uteri ,  fhould  fall  down  ^st 
into  the  crooked  Sinus  of  the  Sa-  crum. 
crum>  and  there  be  bound  together  ; 
in  this  difficult  Cafe,  the  Woman 
fhould  be  put  into  a  kneeling  Pof- 
ture,  Hooping  with  her  Head  low, 
that  by  this  Polition  the  Womb 
may  be  carried  down  by  its  own 
Weight,  and  fo  be  difengaged  from 
this  crooked  Sinus.  After  fhe  is 
put  into  this  Poflure,  the  Fingers 
are  to  be  introduced  into  the  Va¬ 
gina  behind,  between  the  Intefti- 
num  re&um  and  the  Head  of  the 
Infant ;  fo  that  the  Womb  may  be  ' 
fo  far  fet  at  Liberty,  by  preffing  it 
down,  that  there  may  be  fufficient 
Room  for  the  Dilatation  of  the  Os 
Uteri ,  and  Space  enough  for  the 

Support 
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Support  of  the  Womb,  left  it  fhould 
fall  back  again  into  the  Sinus,  till 
the  Head  of  the  Child  is  fo  far  ad¬ 
vanced  into  the  Pafiage,  as  to  be 
out  of  any  Danger  from  the  Return 
of  this  Accident.  But  if  there  be  a 
Deficiency  of  Strength  and  Pains, 
fo  that  lhe  cannot  be  delivered  in 
this  Manner,  then  the  Hand  is  to 
be  introduced  into  the  Womb,  and 
the  Feet  fought  for,  and  by  them 
ex  traded. 

CASE  XX, 

i 

1  was  font  for*  about  four  Months 
fince,  to  a  Perfon  who  had  been  in. 
Labour  two  Days.  The  Midwife 
told  me  lhe  could  gain  no  Know¬ 
ledge  of  the  Child.  On  Examina¬ 
tion  I  found  the  Head  of  the  Infant 
clofoly  bound  up  with  the  Mouth 
of  the  W omb,  in  the.  Cavity  of  the 

Sacrum . 
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Sacrum,  I  immediately  put  her  on 
her  Knees,  with  her  Head  bending 
forwards ;  and  by  introducing  my 
Hand  into  the  Vagina  I  raifed  the 
Head  of  the  Child  out  of  this  dan¬ 
gerous  Situation.  The  Woman  find¬ 
ing  herfelf  much  relieved,  her  Spi¬ 
rits  returned,  which  were  before  I 
came  much  exhaufted,  and  I  deli¬ 
vered  her  of  a  fine  Child  in  about 
two  Hours. 

CASE  X. 

I  was  fent  for,  a  few  Weeks  ago, 
to  a  Woman  who  was  exactly  in 
the  fame  Situation  as  the  former, 
but  much  more  fpent.  After  I  had 
raifed  the  Head  of  the  Infant,  with 
the  Uterus ,  out  of  the  Cavity,  her 
Spirits  being  much  exhaufted,  and 
Faintings  coming-on,  I  immediate¬ 
ly  opened  the  Os  Uteri ,  and  deli- 

H  vered 
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vered  her  in  a  few  Minutes,  by  turn¬ 
ing  the  Child,  and  bringing  it  away 
by  its  Feet. 


1C 


Of  an  The  Womb  may  be  alfo  oblique- 
Situaiion  ly  fituated,  with  its  Fundus  towards 
°fthe,  the  Sacrum.  In  this  Pofition  the 

Womb  ,  .  #  1 

back-  Os  Uteri  is  very  high;  and  it  is  with 
The  great  Difficulty  that  only  a  Semi- 
sigivs  of  circle  of  it  can  be  perceived.  In  this 
Situation  the  OsUteri ,  with  the  Head 
of  the  Child,  of  Courfefall  on  the  Pu¬ 
bis,  by  Reafon  of  their  high  and  for¬ 
ward  Situation  in  xFs.  Abdomen.  The 
Waters  in  this  Cafe  generally  flow 
gradually,  and  as  it  were  by  Stealth; 
for  which  Reafon  they  are  termed 
the  Aquce  furtivee,  or  ftealing  Wa¬ 
ters.  After  the  Waters  are  difeharg- 
ed,  the  Woman  being  laid  with  her 
upper  Parts  lower  than  the  under, 
flie  is  to  forbear  ftrivins  with  her 

O 

Pains  as  much  as  poflible,  till  the 
Head  of  the  Child  and  Mouth  of 

the 
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the  Womb  are  releafed  from  the 
Pubis  ;  which  is  to  be  done  by  in¬ 
troducing  the  Fingers  between  the 
Head  of  the  Child  and  the  Bone  ; 
and  when  the  Pains  come  on,  that 
is  to  be  thruft  from  the  Bone, 
whilft  the  other  Hand  externally  ap¬ 
plied  depreffes  it  at  the  fame  time  : 
When  it  is  cleared  of  the  Pubis , 
then  encourage  the  Woman  to  firive 
with  her  Pains,  and,  at  the  fame 
time,  bring  the  Os  Uteri  gently 
down  into  its  proper  Situation. 

CASE  XI. 

I  was  fent  for,  about  Six  Months 
fince,  to  a  Woman  who  had  before 
fpoke  to  me  to  attend  her  in  her 
Labour.  On  Examination  I  found 
the  Os  Uteri  high  and  out  of  Reach, 
with  the  Head  of  the  Child  firmly1 
fixed  on  the  Pubis . 

H  2 
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I  laid  her  in  a  proper  Pofture,  and 
endeavoured  to  bring  the  Womb, 
with  the  Head  of  the  Child,  down 
into  the  Pelvis,  as  directed.  The 
Pains  were  fo  ftrong  and  quick,  that 
I  was  obliged  to  wait  home  Time 
till  they  blackened,  before  I  could 
difengage  the  Mouth  of  the  Womb 
and  the  Head  of  the  Infant ;  for  in 
this  Cafe  the  Pains  being  fo  very 
violent,  inftead  of  promoting  Deli¬ 
very,  they  greatly  hindered  it.  But 
as  boon  as  the  Pains  abated,  I  brought 
the  Womb  into  its  right  Polition  ; 
and  then  encouraging  the  Woman 
to  drive  with  her  Pains,  I  delivered 
her  in  a  little  Time. 

»  \ 

CASE  XII. 

I  was'  lately  fent  for  to  a  Woman 
about  five  Miles  from  this  Town. 
When  I  came  I  found  that  the 

Waters 
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Waters  had  gradually  difcharged 
themfelves,  and  that  the  Head  of 
the  Infant,  with  the  Os  Uteri ,  was 
pitched  on  the  Pubis.  1  laid  the 
Woman  in  a  proper  Pofture,  and  the 
Pains  being  very  moderate,  I  foon 
brought  the  Womb,  with  the  Plead 
of  the  Child,  into  their  proper  Si¬ 
tuation  ;  and  then  encouraging  the 
Woman  to  flrive  with  her  Pains,  I 
foon  delivered  her,  by  giving  the 
common  Affiflance. 

When  the  Mouth  of  the  Womb, 
and  Head  of  the  Infant,  are  difen- 
gaged  from  the  Pubis ,  and  brought 
fairly  into  the  Pelvis ,  then  the  Wo¬ 
man  is  to  be  encouraged  in  her 
Pains,  and  ftirred  up  to  Labour  as 
much  as  poffible.  She  may  be  now 
raifed  a  little  up,  taking  Care  that 
the  lower  Part  of  the  Body  is  not 
moved. 

H  3  By 
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By  this  Means  the  Womb,  by  its 
own  Weight,  will  fall  lower  down. 
The  Head  of  the  Child  is  to  be 
cleared  of  the  Womb,  by  gently 
. —  dilating  the  Os  with  the  Fingers, 
and  thrufting  it  back  over  the  Head. 

obUcnje  T he  Womb  cannot  immediately 

Situation  be  flung  on  either  Side,  becaufe  its 
"y  Ligaments  being  inferted  on  each 
fide  ways.  Side,  fupport  it;  fo  that  it  mull  fall 
backwards  before  it  can  incline  to 
either  Side.  By  which  Means,  when 
this  Obliquity  happens,  there  is  a 
very  great  Differ tion  of  the  Uterus . 


The 

Signs  of 

Jit. 


The  Signs  of  this  oblique  Situa¬ 
tion  are,  the  Mouth  of  the  Womb 
being  high,  and  fb  far  out  of  Reach, 
that  only  the  lower  Border  of  the 
Os  Uteri  can  be  touched  ;  the 
Aquce  furtivee ,  or  dealing  Waters. 
In  this  Petition  of  the  Womb  it  is 

al- 
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always  beft  to  fearch  for,  and  deli¬ 
ver  by  the  Feet  early  in  Labour,  as 
in  this  diftorted  State  of  the  U terus> 
if  the  Head  of  the  Infant  fhould, 
with  great  Difficulty,  be  brought 
into  the  Pelvis ,  the  Shoulders  will 
fucceed ;  and,  as  they  take  up  a 
much  larger  Space,  it  will  be  al- 
moft  impoffible  to  remove  them  : 
So  that,  by  delivering  Feetways  the 
Mother  will  be  lefs  expofed,  and 
the  Infant’s  Life  faved,  which  by 
Delay  may  be  deflroyed  by  the 
Head’s  being  preffed  by  the  Force 
of  Pains  on  the  Edge  of  fome  Part 
of  the  Pelvis.  But  if  Delivery  be 
attempted,  by  bringing  down  the 
Head,  the  bed  Method  of  doing  it 
is  by  placing  the  Woman  on  the 
contrary  Side  to  the  Obliquity,  with 
her  upper  Parts  a  little  raifed  ;  fo 
that  the  Womb  may  fall  back  again 
by  its  own  Weight.  The  Fingers 

H  4.  of 
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of  rhe  Hand  (which  is  the  mod:  con¬ 
venient)  are  to  be  introduced,  if 
poffible,  to  the  upper  Border  of  the 
Os  Uteri.  By  this  Means  the  Womb 
is  gently  to  be  brought  down  into 
the  Cavity  of  the  Pelvis . 

CASE  XIII. 

I  was  fent  for  to  a  Perfon  in  this 
Neighbourhood,  about  a  Year  ago. 
On  Examination  I  found  the  Os  Ute~ 
ri,  with  the  Head  of  the  Infant,,  on 
the  right  Side.  I  immediately  laid 
her  on  that  Side,  and  introducing 
my  left  Hand,  gently  brought  down 
the  Mouth  of  the  Womb  ;  at  the 
fame  Time,  by  applying  my  right 
Hand  externally,  I  raifed  up  the 
Fundus  Uteri  into  its  proper  Por¬ 
tion,  after  which  the  Birth  foon 
happily  fucceeded. 


It 
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It  often  happens,  that  there  is  a p(rJ^e 
falling  down  of  the  V agma  in  the/w/^/- 
Beginning  of  Labour  (occaiioned  by  n^t°-  in 
a  former  hard  Delivery,  or  fome  Labour. 

1  other  Accident)  which  hinders  the 
j  Operator  from  examining  the  Pa¬ 
tient.  In  this  Cafe  the  Woman  is 
to  be  laid  with  her  Head  and 
Shoulders  low,  and  her  Hips  raifed. 

The  V agma  being  replaced  by 
gently  putting  it  up,  fhe  is  to  be 
kept,  during  her  Labour,  as  nearly 
as  poffible  in  that  Poflure ;  and  the 
Hand  is  conftantly  to  be  kept  up 
(till  after  the  Birth  of  the  Child  and 
Extraction  of  the  Placenta)  to  pre¬ 
vent  its  being  forced  down  again  by 
the  Strength  of  the  Pains.  Alfo,  if 
the  Woman  be  troubled  with  a 
bearing  down  of  the  Matrix  itfelf, 
it  is  conftantly  to  be  fupported  by 
the  Hand  till  the  Delivery  is  over. 


Of 
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Of  the  inftrumental  Method  of 

Delivery. 

ITT  Aving  fully  conftdered  and  ex- 
~j|_  plained  the  feveral  Methods  of 
the  manual  Delivery,  as  well  in  the 
moft  eafy  Labours  as  thofe  attended 
with  Difficulties,  we  come  now  to 
treat  of  thofe  few  Cafes  where  the 
inftrumental  Method  mu  ft  from 
Neceffity  take  place  ;  but  which 
ought  never  to  be  done  till  all  other 
Methods  have  been  tried  in  vain. 

The  moft  difficult  Labours  are  ; 
occafioned  either  from  the  bad  For¬ 
mation  of  the  Pelvis ,  from  the 
Head  or  any  other  Part  of  the  In¬ 
fant  being  proportionably  too  large  | 
for  the  Pelvis ,  fo  that  it  cannot  pals  | 
through ;  or  from  the  Head  of  the  | 
Infant  being  fallen  down  into  the  f 
Cavity  of  the  Pelvis ,  and  is  there 

3  {o 
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do  ftreightned  along  with  the  Shoul¬ 
ders,  that  the  lead:  Defcent  is  not 
perceived  on  the  ftrongeft  Pains. 

The  Pelvis  is  fometimes  fo  {mall,  Of  a 
from  the  prominent  Part  of  the  Sow 
lowed.  V ertehrte  of  the  Loins,  and 
the  uppermoft  of  the  Sacrum,  leav-  mation 
jing  too  fmall  a  Space  between  them^S. 
and  the  Pubis.  This  unhappy  Make 
of  the  Mother  is  the  Occadon  of  the 
moft  difficult  Labours ;  for  in  this 
Cafe,  though  the  Womb,  in  refpedt 
to  its  own  Situation,  be  right,  yet, 
from  the  bad  Formation  of  the 
Bones  it  is  rendered  oblique  in  re¬ 
gard  to  the  Paffage.  So  that,  in 
this  Cafe,  it  is  almoft  impoffible  for 
a  Woman  to  have  a  live  Child,  un- 
lefs  it  ffiould  happen  to  be  extremely 
fmall ;  for  if  the  Head  be  large,  it  will 
be  impoffiblefor  ittopafs:  And,  in 
order  to  fave  the  Woman’s  Life,  the 
Head  mud  be  ledened  in  the  Man- 
I  ffiall  prefently  direct  ;  and 

which, 


ner 
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which,  I  think,  is  mtich  preferable 
to  the  Crotchet  on  many  Accounts. 
Of  a  dif-  When  the  Head,  or  any  other 
bour  La  Part  of  the  Infant  is  proportionably 
from  the  too  large  for  the  Pelvis ,  fo  that  it 

nefs  of  cannot  pafs  through,  it  mult  be 
the  in-  leiTened,  for  the  Prefervation  of  the 

rant*  7 

Woman.  It  fometimes  happens  that 
the  Head  is  dropfical :  The  Inffru- 
ment  defcribed  by  Dav  enter,  in  the 
Appendix  to  his  Ars  Objletricaria, 
is  much  the  bed  to  let  out  the  Wa- 

-  ■-  i  '  ■  |  '  *  -f 

ter,  as  it  may  be.  introduced  with¬ 
out  any  Hazard.  As  alfo  a  Col¬ 
lection  of  Water  may  be  contained 
in  the  Abdomen ;  fo  that  the  Infant 
will  flick  at  that  Part  on  Account  of 

a  It  ' 

its  unufual  Size  :  That  Inflrument 
may  alfo  in  this  Cafe  be  advan- 
tageoufly  ufed.  It  alfo  happens, 
that  the  Head  of  the  Infant  is  fome^ 
times  larger  and  more  oflified  than 
ordinary  ;  fo  that  it  cannot  pafs  the 
Pelvis.  The  Inflrument  called  the 

•  Crotchet 
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Crotchet  has  generally,  on  this  Oc- 

:  calion,  been  made  Ufe  of.  I  think 
it  very  dangerous ;  for  notwith- 
1  ftanding  the  greatefl  Care,  the  Wo- 
i  man  may  be  wounded.  I  have 
three  Times  in  my  Practice  met 
i  with  this  unwelcome  Office  ;  and 
1  have  rather  chofe  to  make  an  Inci- 
1  lion  into  the  Head  with  an  Inftru- 
i  ment  well  guarded  with  Tow  to  the 
1  Point.  The  Incffion  may  be  en- 
I  larged  with  the  Fingers,  and  the 
1  Head  leflened  by  compreffing  it 
>  clofe.  If  it  ffiould  happen  to  flick 
;  at  the  Shoulder,  then  the  Pland  is 
to  be  pafied  by  the  Head,  and  the 
I  Shoulder  didodged.  As  after  the 
Incilion  is  made,  there  is  no  Oc- 
calion  for  the  Ufe  of  any  thing  but 
the  Fingers ;  there  is  no  Injury  can 
happen  to  the  Woman,  which  there 
would  be  by  the  Ufe  of  the  Crotchet, 
fhould  it  happen  to  flip. 

CASE 
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CASE  XIV. 

I  was  fent  for,  about  ten  Years 
fince,  to  a  poor  Woman  in  a  Vil¬ 
lage  in  Bedfordjhire.  When  I  came, 
I  found  her  attended  by  a  Midwife, 
who  had  kept  the  poor  Creature  till 
fhe  was  almoft  fpent,  having  been 
fome  Days  with  her.  On  Exami¬ 
nation  I  found  the  Pelvis  extremely 
fmall  and  ill  formed,  and  the 
Head  of  the  Child  large,  which  was 
lo  much  preffed  by  the  Force  of  the 
Pains,  that  I  could  not  move  it  with 
all  my  Strength.  I  immediately 
leilened  the  Head  of  the  Child, 
which  had  been  for  a  confiderable 
Time  dead,  and  delivered  her  in  a 
fhort  Time ;  who,  contrary  to  my 
Expectation  (as  fhe  was  much  Ipent) 
recovered. 


CASE 
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CASE  XV. 

I  was  fent  for,  above  a  Year  ago, 
]  to  a  Woman  about  fix  Miles  from 
:  this  Town,  whom  I  found  attended 
i  by  a  Midwife,  who  had  been  with 
1  her  for  fome  confiderable  Time. 
On  making  a  proper  Enquiry, I  found 
the  Pelvis  very  fmall,  and  the  Head 
of  the  Child  large,  the  Woman 
i  near  forty  Years  of  Age,  and  the 
i  firft  Child.  1  tried  all  the  Methods 

ipofiible,  for  a  confiderable  Time,  in 
Hopes  of  delivering  her,  without 
being  obliged  to  come  to  the  in- 
\  ftrumental  one.  But  at  laft  find¬ 
ing  that  the  Child  was  dead,  and 
that  fhe  could  not  be  delivered  with¬ 
out,  I  was  forced  to  lefien  the  Head, 
which  I  did,  and  delivered  her  in  a 
few  Minutes. 

As 
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As  foon  as  I  had  feparated  the 
Child,  I  immediately  palled  my 
Hand,  which  is  my  conflant  Prac¬ 
tice,  and  found  the  Mouth  of  the 
Womb  fo  flrongly  contracted,  that 
I  could  by  no  means  introduce  even 
a  Finger  into  it.  I  endeavoured  to 
open  the  Os  Uteri  by  palling  a 
Finger  ;  but  the  Contraction  was 
fo  very  flrong,  that  I  believe  the 
Mouth  of  the  Womb  would  fooner 
have  been  broke,  than  yielded  to  my 
Fingers.  By  the  Feel  it  was  like  a 
Purfe  flrongly  drawn  up.  In  this 
Cafe  I  thought  proper  to  delift,  and 
endeavoured,  by  proper  Medicines 
and  external  Applications  to  relax 
the  Womb,  before  I  again  attempt¬ 
ed  the  Extraction  of  the  Placenta. 
I  waited  twelve  Hours,  and  on  Ex¬ 
amination  found  that  theMouth  of  the 
Womb  would  not  then  admit  of  the 
Operation;  on  waiting  twelve  Hours 

more, 
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more,  and  giving  foftening  Medi¬ 
cines,  I  perceived  that  the  Os  Uteri 
was  quite  relaxed,  and  fetched  the 
Placenta  whole,  without  any  Diffi¬ 
culty.  The  Misfortune  attending 
this  Cafe  was,  that  fhe  never  had 
the  lead;  Appearance  of  the  Lochia , 
which  occafioned  a  bad  Fever.  She 
was,  in  every  other  Refpedt,  as  well 
as  any  Woman  in  her  Condition 
could  be.  With  great  Difficulty, 
in  her  Labour  I  prevailed  on  her  to 
bleed,  which  has  a  very  good  Ef¬ 
fect  in  plethoric  Habits.  By  empty¬ 
ing  the  Veffels  the  Parts  are  more 
lax;  fo  that  they  eafier  give  Way. 
I  propofed  to  bleed  her  again,  in  or¬ 
der  to  abate  the  Fever,  by  fupply- 
ing  the  DefeT  of  theneceflary  Eva¬ 
cuation  from  the  Uterus  :  But  not- 
withftanding  all  the  Arguments  that 
was  poffible  to  be  made  Ufe  of, 
could  by  no  Means  prevail.  I  gave 

I  her 
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her  Medicines  to  promote  the  Clean¬ 
ings,  which  was  the  only  Intention 
in  this  Cafe  ;  viz.  Boles  made  of 
the  Pulv.  rad.  Cont.  C.  Pulv.  de 
Myrrh.  C.  Gaftor.  ruff.  Sp.  Ceti,  &c. 
drinking  after  them  Draughts  pre¬ 
pared  of  Aq.  Puleg.  S.  Bryon  C. 
P’inEl.  C aft  or.  ruff.  Syr.  Artemis , 
making  Alterations  in  the  Medi¬ 
cines,  as  the  Symptoms  indicated. 
She  was  fo  well  at  the  Fortnight’s 
End  as  to  fit  up,  her  Fever  much 
abated,  and  free  from  any  Pain  ;  fo 
that  I  entertained  great  Hopes  of  her 
Recovery.  Coming  again  three  or 
four  Days  afterwards,  I  found  the 
Fever  returned,  with  bad  Symp¬ 
toms  ;  and  on  Enquiry  found,  that 
from  the  Time  I  had  before  feen 
her,  fhe  thought  herfelf  fo  well,  as 
entirely  to  leave  off  the  Ufe  of  the 

J 

Medicines.  I  had  now  but  little 
Hopes  of  her  doing  well,  and  ac¬ 
cord- 
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icordingly,  at  near  the  three  Weeks 
'from  the  Time  of  her  Delivery,  fhe 
expired. 


The  Caufe  of  this  Woman’s 
[Death  was  entirely  owing  to  the 
ilSuppreffion  of  the  Lochia.  But  I 
ram  of  Opinion,  had  fire  confented 
5to  have  bled  freely,  and  not  at  once 
:<t o  have  left  off  the  Ufe  of  the  Medi- 
tcines,  there  might  have  been  a  Pro¬ 
bability  of  her  Recovery. 


CASE  XVI. 


!  I  was  fome  Time  fince  fent  for  to 
a  Tradefman’s  Wife,  about  four 
v  Miles  from  this  down,  where  I 
(found  two  Midwives,  and  a  young 
[Gentleman  attending.  The  Wo¬ 
man  had  been  a  confiderable  Time 
t  in  Labour  ;  fhe  was  between  thirty 
■J  and  fortv  Years  of  Ape,  and  of  her 

I  2  fu  ff 


n 
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firff  Child.  On  Examination  I 
found  that  the  Head  of  the  Child 
was  more  than  ordinary  large.  I 
tried  all  I  could  to  bring  it  through, 
but  to  no  Purpofe  ;  and  as  the  Child 
had  been  a  conliderable  Time  dead, 
there  was  nothing  to  be  thought  of 
but  the  Prefervation  of  the  Woman. 

I  delivered  her  by  leffening  the 
Head  of  the  Infant,  which  when  I 
had  done,  the  Shoulders  being  foi 
large,  If  uck  on  the  Os  Coxendicis. 
I  palPed  my  Hand  by  the  Head  to 
the  Shoulders,  which  I  foon  releafed. 
The  Infant  was  the  largeft  I  ever: 
faw,  but  the  Head,  from  its  un- 
ufual  Size,  might  truly  be  termed 
monftrous,  and  which  was  more 
than  ordinary  offified.  From  the. 
Head  of  the  Child  prefling  for  a 
conliderable  Time  on  the  Neck  of 
the  Bladder,  there  remained  a 
W eaknefs  of  its  Sphincter  for  a  few 

Months ; 
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1  Months  ;  but  by  taking  Tome  re- 
ftringent  and  ftrengthning  Medi- 
;  cines,  and  keeping  herfelf  quiet,  fhe 
i  is  now  perfectly  recovered. 

V 

Indeed,  as  the  Head  of  the  Child 
•  was  monftroufly  large,  I  wonder 
l  that  there  was  no  Laceration  of  the 
[  Parts,  which  fometimes  in  thefe 

!  Cafes,  notwithftanding  the  utmoft 
Care,  will  happen.  The  Practi¬ 
tioner  is  generally  blamed  when 
.  Accidents  of  this  Kind  fall  out,  but 
’  very  often  undefervedly  ;  for  the 
[  Head  being  forced  down  by  the 
Strength  of  Pains,  and  the  Parts 
not  fo  readily  giving  Way  in  the 
lirft  Labour  (efpecially  if  W omen 
are  advanced  in  Years)  are  more 
liable  to  be  injured.  And  this 
more  frequently  happens  from  the 
Head  of  the  Infant  than  from  the 
Hand  of  the  Operator. 

I  3 


When 


When 

the  Head 
of  the  1  n- 
fant  is 
come 
very  low 
into  the 
/'  a  g  in  a , 
and  the 
Pains 
are  weak. 
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When  it  happens  that  the  Head 
of  an  infant  is  advanced  very  low 
into  the  Vagina ,  and  the  Woman 
kept,  fo  long,  that  the  Pains  are  ai¬ 
rport  g-  ne,  and  (lie  a  good  deal 
{pent ;  fo  that  there  is  no  Hopes  of 
lucceeding  by  the  manual  Opera¬ 
tion,  then  the  Delivery  mu  if  be 
performed  by  taking  Hold  of  the 
Head  of  the  Child  with  the  For¬ 
ceps,  or  by  palling  a  Fillet  over  its 
Head.  This  can  only  be  done 
when  the  Head  is  extremely  low. 


V*'?  In  treating  of  Obliquities  of  the 

peuitLa-  p  ^  1 

hour  Wombj  1  have  niewn  the  great 
Iji'Vl;;.  Danger  there  is  of  letting  the  Head 
ing  fallen  the  Infant  flip  into  the  Cavity  of 

Cav  ity  of  the  Pelvis,  in  a  Womb  very  oblique, 
pic  Fei-  pecaufe  Gf  the  great  Danger  of  the 

5 ins,  and  .  x  o 

ftraitned  Shoulders  lodging  on  the  OJja  Coxen- 
.  ^ho'ii u  L  diets,  or  Pubis ,  which  is  one  of  the 
c!ot-  qioff  difficult  and  dangerous  Poll- 


(  1  r9  ) 

tions  that  an  Infant  can  be  in  ;  to 
l  avoid  this  terrible  Situation,  I  have 
j  advifed  delivering  by  the  Feet,  pre- 
1  feiable  to  the  Head.  But  if  byNe- 
■  gleCt  or  Ignorance  this  happens,  the 
bed;  Method  of  rectifying  it  is  to  be 
confidered.  If  the  Infant  be  alive, 

il  would  not  advife  the  deftroying  it 
before  more  gentle  Methods  were 
tried.  If  the  Hand  of  the  Operator 
[  be  fuited  to  the  Bufinefs,  and  be 
■  well  experienced,  if  the  Pelvis  of  the 
Woman  be  tolerably  well  formed, 
and  the  Head  of  the  Infant  not 
large,  it  is  poffible,  by  paffing  the 
Hand  up  to  the  Shoulders,  that  they 
may  be  releafed.  If  this  cannot  be 
done,  then  the  Head  is,  if  practi¬ 
cable,  to  be  returned  into  the  Ute¬ 
rus ,  and  the  Hand  to  be  palled  by 
it,  and  the  Infant  to  be  extracted  by 
its  Feet.  But  if  this  cannot  be  per- 

I  4  formed, 
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formed,  then  the  Infant  mull  be 
extracted  as  if  it  was  dead. 


9f  ex'  If  the  Method  which  I  have  re- 
the  Held  commended  of  extracting  the  In- 
of  an  in-fantj  drawing  quite  down  to- 

w hen  leftwards  the  ReQum ,  when  it  comes 
Womb.  to  hs  Head,  be  followed,  there  will 
be  no  Danger  of  this  Misfortune. 
Mauriceau  and  Dr.  Heijler  fay, 
‘That  by  introducing  two  Fingers  into 
its  Mouth ,  and  placing  the  Thumb 
under  its  Chin ,  and  pulling  by  the 
Taw ,  it  is  to  be  extracted.  Mr. 
Chapman  .fa^s  it  cannot  be  done  that 
Way,  but  recommends  the  Crot¬ 
chet  ;  and  fo  does  Mauriceau ,  as 
well  as  a  Knife,  if  the  other  Me¬ 
thod  which  he  has  advifed  fhould 

1  fail 


Dr.  Chamberlain ,  in  his  Notes  on 
;  laft  mentioned  Author,  very 
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wifely  difcountenances  this  Practice. 
Dr.  Heifler  and  Mauriceau  both 
propofe  another,  with  a  Piece  of 
Linnen  about  an  Ell  long,  and  four 
Fingers  in  Breadth,  to  be  brought 
round  the  Head  :  But  Chamberlain 
lays ,  this  is  a  very  uncertain  Method  j 
and  truly  I  am  of  his  Opinion. 

For  my  own  Part,  I  never  met 
with  this  Accident  ;  and  I  believe 
whoever  follows  the  Method  I  have 
propofed  (which  is  the  fame  that 
Dr.  Daventer  recommends,  and 
who,  in  his  Appendix  fays,  that  he 
himfelf  never  met  with  it)  will  be  in 
no  Danger  of  it,  unlefs  the  Child 
is  very  much  putrefied.  But  in  Cafe 
this  Accident  fhould  happen,  I 
would  not  advife  the  Ufe  of  fharp 
Inftruments,  as  the  Crotchet  or 
Knife ;  and  think  the  Piece  of  Lin- 
nen  not  very  likely  to  fucceed.  In 
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this  Cafe  I  fhould  rather  approve  of 
the  celebrated  Amy  and*  s  Method  of 
extrading  it  with  a  Net,  which  is 
made  of  Silk,  almoft  like  a  Purle, 
with  Strings  to  draw  it  clofe,  and 
large  enough  to  contain  the  Head  of 
a  Child  :  The  Net  being  hung  on 
the  Fingers  of  the  right  Hand,  it  is 
palled  into  the  Uterus^  and  the 
Head  being  taken  into  the  Palm  of 
the  Hand,  and  held  tight,  the  Ope¬ 
rator  endeavours  to  engage  it  in  the 
Net ;  which  when  he  has  done, 
with  the  other  Hand  he  pulls  the 
Strings,  which  are  long  enough  to 
hang  out ;  when  the  Net  is  dole, 
then  draw,  and  the  Head  will  be 
brought  away,  without  any  Dan¬ 
ger  oi  hurting  the  Woman.  The 
Placenta  is  not  to  be  extraded  till 
alter  the  Head  is  brought  away,  be- 
caufe  that  may  occalion  a  Flooding; 

unlefs 
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unlefs  the  Placenta  fhould  be  fepa~ 
rated,  then  it  may  be  find  extracted. 


C  H  A  P,  VIII. 


Of  the  Womb  and  Placenta,  with 
the  proper  Method  of  feparating 
them. 


ANatomifts  have  varied  very  much  0f  lhe 

•  -j  •  •  •  •  Sub'* 

m  their  Opinions  concerning ftanceof 


the  Subftance  of  the  "Womb  during  ^  . 
Pregnancy,  Some  have  afierted,whenim- 
that  the  more  the  Womb  is  diftend-^t|f 


ed,  the  thinner  it  grows,  comparing 
it  to  a  Bali  of  Wax,  which,  the 
more  it  is  expanded,  is  rendered 
proportionably  thinner.  Others  again 
with  equal  Pofitivenefs  have  declar¬ 
ed,  that  the  Womb  grows  thicker 
as  the  Woman  advances  in  her  Preg¬ 
nancy,  It  is  to  be  fure  very  won¬ 
der- 
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derful,  that  the  more  any  Subftance 
is  diftended,  the  thicker  it  fhould 
be,  efpecially  fuch  an  Extenflon  as 
the  Womb  at  this  Time  buffers.  If 
the  Womb  was  to  grow  thinner  in 
Proportion  to  its  Expanflon,  as 
Wax,  Pafte,  &c.  it  would  be  al- 
moft  impoffible  for  a  Woman  to 
furvive  a  Delivery.  For  if  the  W omb 
was  fo  very  thin,  by  the  common 
Motion  of  a  Feet  us  in  Utero ,  the 
Leg  or  Arm  of  the  Infant  would  be 
liable  to  be  thruft  through,  which 
in  emaciated  Perfons  has  fometimes 
happened.  But  if  that  Accident 
was  to  be  avoided,  the  Hand  of  the 
Operator  could  never  be  introduced 
into  the  Womb  without  the  greateft 
Hazard  ;  for  the  Uterus  in  fo  flac¬ 
cid  a  State  would  hang  about  the 
Eland  like  a  wet  Rag,  and  which 
could  not  be  moved  without  the 
Danger  of  tearing  it  to  Pieces. 


But 
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But  as  wonderful  as  it  is,  it  is  no 
lefs  certain,  that  the  more  the 
Womb  is  difiended,  the  thicker  it 
grows.  Surely,  the  Wifdom  of  the 
Great  Creator  cannot  be  fufficiently 
admired !  In  this  Place  I  cannot 
forbear  breaking  out  in  the  Words 
of  the  Royal  Pfalmift,  My  Reins  are 
thine  ;  thou  haft  covered  me  in  my 
Mother  s  Womb.  I  will  give  'Thanhs 
unto  thee ,  for  1  am  fearfully  and 
wonderfully  made ;  marvellous  are 
thy  Works,  and  that  my  Soul  knoweth 
right  well.  My  Bones  are  not  hid 
from  thee ,  though  I  be  made  fecret- 
ly,  and  fafhioned  beneath  in  the 
Earth.  Thine  Eyes  did  fee  ?ny  Sub- 
fiance,  yet  being  imperfeSl ;  and  in 
thy  Book  were  all  my  Members  writ¬ 
ten  ;  which  Day  by  Day  were  fa¬ 
shioned,  when  as  yet  there  were  ?ione 
of  them. 


I 


(  126  ) 

1  have  had  frequent  Opportuni¬ 
ties  of  fatisfying  myfelf  in  this  Par¬ 
ticular,  on  Account  of  the  great 
Number  of  Cafes  I  have  had  in  my 
Practice,  where  I  have  been  lent  for 
to  feparate  Placentce  that  have  ftrong- 
ly  adhered  to  the  Womb.  And  in 
this  Operation,  as  I  have  always 
one  Hand  in  the  Womb,  whilft  the 
other  is  externally  applied  to  anfwer 
to  that  within  ;  by  which  Means 
it  is  very  eafy  to  diftinguifh  the 
true  Thicknefs  of  it  ;  1  am  tho¬ 
roughly  fatisfied,  that  in  all  healthy 
Subjects  the  Womb  is  confiderably 
thickened. 


The 
Caufe  of 
it. 


The  Womb  itfelf  confifts  of  an 
innumerable  Quantity  of  Blood- Vef- 
fels,  which  increafe  in  their  Diame¬ 
ter  as  the  Foetus  grows  bigger,  on 
Account  of  the  larger  Efflux  of  the 
Blood  to  thofe  Parts  for  its  Nou- 

rifli- 


/ 
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rifhment.  So  that  thofe  Veflels 
which  chiefly  compofe  the  Sub- 
ftance  of  the  Womb,  and  are  very 
fmall  before  it  is  impregnated,  as 
the  Foetus  increafes  grow  gradually 
larger  ;  fo  that  towards  the  find  of 
Pregnancy  the  Diameter  of  thofe 
Veflels  are  greatly  encreafed;  which 
induces  me  to-  believe,  that  the 
Womb’s  growing  thicker  is  entirely 
owing  to  the  Increafe  of  the  Diame¬ 
ter  of  the  Blood-Veffels.  And  what 
the  more  confirms  me  in  my  Opi¬ 
nion  is  this,  that  when  there  has 
been  large  Fluxes  of  Blood  before 
Delivery,  the  Womb  is  much  thin¬ 
ner  than  where  there  has  been  none. 
Indeed,  in  hedfical  Conftitutions, 
where  the  whole  Body  is  wafting, 
there  is  no  doubt  but  the  Womb  • 
fhares  with  the  other  Parts  ;  and  in 
thefe  morbid  Subjects  may  be  thin¬ 
ner.  i 


The 
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pwe  The  impregnated  Ovum  beings 
u,  and  as  it  were,  ingrafted  to  the  Fundus 
braMs!"^  Uteri,  the  Fibres  of  each  inofculate 
with  one  another  ;  from  whence 
there  is  formed  a  large  Plexus  of 
Blood- Veffels,  to  maintain  the  Cir¬ 
culation  between  the  Mother  and 
Infant,  which  is  called  the  Placenta. 
The  outward  Membrane  of  the 
Ovum  forms  the  Chorion  and  Am¬ 
nios,  which  Membranes  inclofe  the 
Foetus ,  and  contain  the  Moifture 
■which  comes  from  it,  during  its 
Refidence  in  Utero ,  and  which 
afterwards  is  of  fo  much  Ufe  in  De¬ 
livery,  by  opening  the  Womb,  and 
lubricating  the  Parts,  for  the  more 
eafy  Excluiion  of  the  Foetus.  The 
Funis  Funis  Umhilicalis ,  which  conflfts  of 
llmbd'.ca~two  Arteries  and  a  Vein,  is  conti- 
and  its  nued  from  the  Placenta  to  the  Fce- 
Lfe’  tus,  and  is  the  immediate  Canal  by 
which  the  Circulation  is  kept  up  be¬ 
tween 
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tween  them.  The  Infant  being0^*' 

>  tract  in  f 

born,  the  Placenta  or  After-birth  the  p/«- 
being  now  quite  ufelefs,  muff  alfo"”^' 
be  brought  away,  otherwife  by  pu¬ 
trefying,  it  will  occafion  the  Death 

of  the  Woman.  It  is  called  the 

+■ 

After-birth,  becaufe  it  follows  the 
Child,  the  Delivery  being  not  corn- 
pleat  till  it  is  extracted ;  and  fome- 
times  the  Woman  buffers  as  much 
by  the  Extraction  of  this,  as  by  the 

Birth  of  the  Child. 

*■  *  1 

As  foon  as  the  Child  is  born,  1 
always  feparate  it  immediately  from 
the  Mother,  by  dividing  the  String 
at  about  three  Inches  diftant  from 
its  Belly.  There  being  no  Nerve 
joined  with  the  Blood- Veffels  in  the 
Funis  Umbilicalis ,  there  is  no  Pain 
in  this  Operation  to  either  Mother 
or  Child.  I  lofe  no  Time  in  tying 
-N .  -  K  'the 
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the  String,  but  always  defire  the 
Midwife  or  Nurfe  to  do  it. 

As  Toon  as  poflibly  I  can,  I  in¬ 
troduce  my  left  Hand  gently  into 
the  Womb ;  by  which  Means  I 
hinder  its  Mouth  from  contracting 
itfelf ;  and  if  the  Placenta  fhould 
frrongly  adhere  to  the  Uterus ,  the 
Hand  will  be  ready  to  feparate  it 
with  little  Trouble. 

One  Hand  being  thus  introduced, 
I  gently  fhake  the  String  with  the 
other,  not  in  the  leaft  pulling  by  it, 
which  would  endanger  the  break¬ 
ing  it  off,  or  run  the  Hazard  of 
pulling  down  the  Uterus  itfelf  with 
it.  The  Woman  may  bear  down, 
as  if  fhe  had  Pains  ;  by  which 
Means  the  Abdomen  being  compref- 
fed,  the  Placenta  will  be  forced 

down- 


(  l3 1  ): 

downwards.  It  will  be  foon  known, 
by  means  of  the  Hand  in  the 
Womb,  whether  the  Placenta  be 
oofe,  or  whether  it  adhere  firmly 
°  the  Womb.  If  it  be  loofe,  the 
Means  propofed  will  be  fufficient ; 
fit  adhere,  the  Hand  is  gently  to 
»e  3a fs  d  to  it,  and  by  finding  its 
Adhefion,  is  gently  with  the  Fin¬ 
ders  to  be  feparated ;  whilfi  with 
he  other  Hand  externally  applied, 

3  anfwer  to  tnat  within,  by  gently 
lomprefiing  the  Abdotnen^  where 
ae  Placenta  adheres,  will  be  of 
reat  Ufe.  The  greateft  Caution 
J  to  be  had,  that  the  Womb  itfelf 
not  injured.  If  the  String  £h0uld 
F  broke  off^  at  or  near  the  Piacen— 
b  h  fhould  be  obferved,  that  the 
lacenta  always  adheres  to  the  Fun- 
vs  or  Bottom  of  the  Womb.  Some 
'biters  have  mentioned,  that  they 
ive  found  it  adhering  to  the  Side 

^  2  of 
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of  the  Womb  ;  but  not  being  ac¬ 
quainted  with  its  oblique  Positions, 
when  they  have  found  the  Womb 
obliquely  fituated,  imagined  that 
the  Placenta  adhered  to  the  Side  ol 
it,  which  truly  was  owing  to  its: 
Obliquity,  when  the  Fundus  ltfelL 
was  fallen  on  one  Side.  And  it 
this  Gale  the  Mbuth  of  the  Womt 
will  not  be  found  in  its  proper  Si  i 
tnation,  but  on  tne  contrary  Side  ! 
So  that  whether  the  Womb  be  right  : 
ly  or  obliquely  fituated,  the  Fundus 
is  always  oppofite  to  the  Os. 

Oft  he  It  fometimes  happens,  that  thet| 
Sc'co'n  ^all  be  a  fpafmodic  Contradion  <1 
traciion  Os  Uteri?  inftantaneoufly  art  j 
(1  U/m.  the  Birth  of  the  Infant.  Some  A\j 

thors  have  afferted,  on  this  H  ea! 
that  there  was  no  Placenta  my  othed 
that  it  was  contained  in  a  Cell  j 

Bap  of  the  Uterus?  fo  as  not  to 
B  four 
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jj found.  But  the  Truth  is,  that  the 
(  r  Uteri  itfelf  is  in  this  Cafe  drawn 
r;  >  like  a  Purfe,  by  a  fpafmodic 
jntradtion.  I  have  met  with  it 
•  ar  or  five  Times  in  my  Practice  j 
ne  remarkable  Infiance  I  have  al- 
<_ady  given  in  Cafe  XV.  of  this 
Ivrnpom)  and  am  of  Opinion,  when 
t  lis  happens,  that  it  is  much  better 
to  wait  a  few  Flours  till  the  Spafm 
i  off,  than  by  Force  to  endeavour 
to  dilate  the  Mouth  of  the  Womb  ; 
in  doing  of  which,  there  is  the  ut- 
moff  Danger  of  injuring  the  Wo¬ 
man,  by  lacerating  the  Uterus , 
whereas  by  waiting,  no  ill  Confe- 
quence  can  happen  ;  and  when 
the  Spafm  is  oft,  the  Mouth  of 
the  Womb  being  relaxed,  by  De¬ 
grees  opens  itfelf,  fo  that  the  Pla¬ 
centa  may  be  extra&ed  with  great 
h  afe.  I  am  afraid,  that  Errors  are 
fometimes  committed  for  want  of 

K  a  the 
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die  Knowledge  of  this  Symptom,  by 
too  forcibly  opening  the  Womb. 

,  1  Jyi 

This,  I  think,  is  the  only  Cafe 
that  forbids  an  immediate  Extraction 
of  the  Placenta ,  becaufe  of  the  great 
Danger  there  is  of  hurting  the  Wo¬ 
man,  by  being  obliged  to  make  ufe 
of  too  much  Violence.  But  as  foon 
as  the  Spafm  is  off,  which  will  be 
known  by  the  Mouth  of  the  Womb 
being  relaxed,  and  opening  itfelf, 
then  the  Hand  is  gently  to  be  intro¬ 
duced,  and  the  Placenta  extracted. 
In  Cafe  of  Twins  and  diftinCt  Pla¬ 
centae,  the  Placenta  belonging  to 
the  firft  is  not  to  be  extracted  till 
after  the  Birth  of  the  fecond  Child  ; 
which  will  occalion  a  Flooding,  as 
the  Mouths  of  the  Veffels  cannot 
contract  themfelves,  fo  long  as  the 
Womb  is  diftended  with  a  Foetus. 


In 
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In  all  the  Cafes  that  I  have  met 
with,  where  there  were  Twins,  I 
have  found  the  Placentce  always 
joined  :  And  once  I  met  with  three, 
which  has  been  already  mentioned 
in  Cafe  VI.  where  they  all  grew  to¬ 
gether.  I  found  fome  Difficulty  in 
extracting  them.  The  Method  I 
purfued  was  this :  After  I  had  fepa- 
rated  them  with  my  Fingers  from 
the  Womb  (which  they  ftrongly  ad¬ 
hered  to)  I  was  obliged  to  withdraw 
my  Hand  from  the  Mouth  of  it,  to 
let  the  Placentce  pafs ;  but  by  keep¬ 
ing  up  two  Fingers  in  the  Vagi- 
na ,  and  gently  ufing  them  to  bring 
the  Placentce  through  the  Os  Uteri , 
at  the  fame  time  ffiaking  the  Strings, 
I  brought  them  through  entirely 
whole,  in  a  few  Minutes.  The 
PI.  icenta  being  extracted,  if  you  are 
obliged  to  withdraw  your  Hand 
(which  in  the  Cafe  above-mentioned 

K  4  I 
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1  was)  it  is  again  to  be  introduced ; 
and  if  there  be  any  Clots,  a  falfe 
Conception,  or  any  Part  of  the 
Placenta ,  they  are  gently  to  be 
brought  away.  The  Womb  being 
well  cleanfed,  a  great  many  Com¬ 
plaints  will  be  avoided,  which  would 
othcrvvife  happen  from  any  of  thefe 
Bodies  being  left  and  fhut  up  in  the 
Womb.  But  all  this  requires  great 
‘Judgment ,  Care ,  and  Caution. 

If  the  Woman  be  liable  to  a  Pro- 
lapfus  Uteri ,  the  Placenta  is  to  be 
feparated  with  the  Fingers,  and 
brought  awav  without  fhaking  or 
pulling  the  String,  or  fuffering  the 
Woman  by  any  Means  to  bear  down. 
Afterwards  fhe  is  to  be  laid  on  her 
Back,  with  her  Head  low,  and 
Hips  railed. 


If 
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If  the  Womb  be  oblique,  it  is 
With  the  Hand  to  be  properly  plac¬ 
ed;  and  when  that  is  done,  the 
Hand  is  not  to  be  withdrawn  till 
you  find  the  Womb  begin  to  con- 
trad  itfelf  about  it ;  then  draw  it 
out,  and  place  the  Woman  as  above 
direded. 

Out  of  a  great  Variety  of  Cafes 
which  I  could  give  on  this  Occa- 
fion,  I  think  the  three  following 
will  be  fufficient. 

CASE  XVII. 

About  fix  Years  ago,  I  was  fent 
for  to  a  Woman,  who  was  juft  de¬ 
livered  of  the  Child.  The  Midwife 
finding  the  Os  Uteri  quite  dole, 
immediately  fent  for  me :  I  found 
that  there  had  been  a  ftrong  fpaf- 
modic  Contradion  of  the  Os  Uteri ; 

r\  but 
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but  that  it  began  again  to  be  fo 
much  relaxed,  that  1  could  intro¬ 
duce  two  Fingers  into  it ;  by  De¬ 
grees  I  got  in  another,  and  at  length 
my  whole  Hand  ;  and  immediately 
perceived  that  the  Placenta  ftrongly 
adhered  to  the  Fundus  Uteri .  1  fe- 
parated  it  with  my  Fingers,  and 
brought  it  away  in  about  ten  Mi¬ 
nutes. 

I  was  lent  for  to  the  fame  Wo¬ 
man,  about  two  Years  afterwards, 
on  the  like  Occafion,  when  the 
Contraction  was  to  very  ftrong,  that 
I  was  obliged  to  wait  fifteen  Hours 
before  I  could  attempt  the  Extrac¬ 
tion  of  it ;  and  contented  mytelf 
with  giving  her  tome  gentle  Em- 
menagogues,  and  ufing  Fomenta¬ 
tions  to  the  Abdomen  •  at  the  Time 
above  mentioned,  the  Mouth  of  the 
Womb  being  quite  relaxed,  the 

P/a- 
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Placenta  was  brought  away  without 
any  Difficulty,  and  no  bad  Symp¬ 
toms  fucceeded. 

CASE  XVIII. 

I  was  fent  for  fome  Time  fince  to 
a  Woman  in  this  Neighbourhood. 
The  Child  had  been  born  fome 
Hours.  I  found  the  Os  Uteri  open 
enough  to  receive  two  Fingers ;  by 
Degrees  I  got  in  a  third,  and  at  laft 
my  Hand,  and  perceived  that  the 
Placenta  ftrongly  adhered  in  its 
whole  Subftance  to  the  Womb.  I 
feparated  it  with  my  Fingers  very 
cautioufly,  and  in  about  a  Quartet 
of  an  Hour  extracted  it  quite  whole. 
The  Woman  foon  recovered. 


CASE 
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CASE  XIX. 


I  was  fent  for,  about  nine  Months 
ago,  to  a  poor  Woman  about  five 
Miles  from  me.  The  Midwife  told 
me,  that  fhe  had  delivered  her  of 
an  abortive  Infant,  of  about  feven 
Months;  and  that  fhe  believed  that 
there  was  a  falfe  Conception  be¬ 
hind.  The  poor  Woman  was  quite 
emaciated,  as  in  the  lad:  Stage  of  a 

J  O 

Confumption,  and  feemed  to  be,; 
from  violent  Pain,  aimed  expiring : 
There  came  from  her  a  very  foetid 
Difcharge.  On  Examination  I  found 
the  Body,  that  the  Midwife  thought 
a  falfe  Conception,  was  the  Uterus 
itfelf,  quite  feirrhous ;  and  to  the 
Feel  was  like  the  Head  of  a  Child. 
The  Placenta  was  /hut  up  in  the 
Womb,  with  the  String  broke  off. 
I  perceived  a  great  Hardnefs  all 

round 
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round  the  Os  Uteri ,  which  would 
fcarcely  admit  of  one  Finger.  Hav¬ 
ing,  however,  introduced  one,  with 
great  Difficulty,  got  in  another, 
with  my  two  Fingers  I  made,  as 
it  were,  a  Crab’s  Claw,  and  fo  pull¬ 
ing  gently  the  Placenta  down  to  the 
Os  Uteri ,  I  by  Degrees  work’d  it 
through  ;  fo  that  I  brought  it  away 
(notwithftanding  it  was  very  much 
putrided  quite  whole.  This  was  a 
very  difficult  and  nice  Operation, 
which  I  performed  with  as  much 
Eafe  as  was  poffible,  both  to  my- 
felf  and  Patient.  Indeed,  I  did  not 
think  that  ffie  could  have  furvived 
that  Night ;  but  giving  her  anodyn 
Medicines  from  time  to  time,  which 
was  all  that  could  be  done  for  her, 
to  keep  her  the  little  Time  ffie  had 
to  live  as  ealy  as  poffible,  ffie  fur¬ 
vived,  contrary  to  my  Expectation, 


A  Afda, 
what. 


Caufes. 
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five  or  fix  Days.  Mr.  Chapmans 
Thirty-fifth  Cafe  was  exactly  like 
this. 

CHAP.  IX. 

Of  False  Conceptions. 


T  T  fometimes  happens,  that  there 
are  falfe  Conceptions  in  the 
Womb,  which  are  termed  Moles. 
A  Mola  is  a  flefhy  Excrefcence, 
without  Bones,  or  any  regular  Form, 
and  is  joined  to  the  Uterus  itfelf, 
without  the  Intervention  of  a  Pla¬ 
centa . 

It  is  often  occafioned  by  the  Re¬ 
tention  of  fome  Part  of  the  Placen¬ 
ta ,  which  clofely  adhering  to  the 
Uterus y  grows  by  Degrees,  and 
forms  this  flelhy  Mafs :  So  that  it 
3  has 
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has  fometimes  happened,  as  feveral 
Writers  have  mentioned,  that  fome 
chafte  Widows  have  had  thefe  Mo¬ 
lts.  A  Concretion  of  the  menjlruous 
Blood an  Ovum  not  properly  im¬ 
pregnated,  or  a  bad  State  of  the 
Uterus,  may  alfo  occalion  this  un¬ 
natural  Conception.  They  are  often 
bred  with  a  Foetus,  and  excluded 
with  it,  as  alfo  frequently  in  the 
Uterus  by  itfelf.  When  they  are 
difcharged  from  thence,  which  ge¬ 
nerally  happens  about  the  third  or 
fourth  Month,  the  Woman  has  ra¬ 
ther  more  Pain  than  in  a  real  Deli¬ 
very,  and  the  Haemorrhage  fome¬ 
times  fo  large  as  to  endanger  the 
Patient’s  Life. 

But  fometimes  a  Mola  is  retained  How  to 
for  feveral  Months  in  the  Womb,S‘a 
and  acquires  a  Size  fufficient  to  di  _falfefYom 
ftend  the  Abdomen ,  as  when  therecorcep- 
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Is  a  Foetus.  In  the  firfl.  Months, 
it  is  difficult  to  diftinguiffi,  whe¬ 
ther  the  Conception  be  true  or 
falfe,  but  after  the  fourth  Month 
they  are  ealily  known,  as  about  that 
Time  the  Mother  begins  to  find  the 
Motion  of  the  Infent :  Where  there 
is  a  Foetus,  the  Belly  is  prominent ; 
but  where  a  Mola ,  the  Abdomen  is 
equally  diftended.  The  Mola  is 
obferved  to  fall  from  one  Side  to  the 
other,  when  the  Woman  turns  her- 
felf,  which  a  Foetus  does  not.  The 
Breafts  are  filled  with  a  Serum,  in~ 
ftead  of  Milk,  when  there  is  a  Mo¬ 
la  ;  the  Symptoms  are  more  violent 
with  a  falfe  Conception  than  with  a 
true  one,  efpecially  excruciating 
Pains  about  the  Regions  of  the 
Loins  and  Pubis,  a  vitiated  Appe-  j 
tite  and  dejected  Countenance.  | 
From  all  thefe  Symptoms  it  may 
be  eafily  judged,  after  the  fourth  j 

Month, 
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Month,  when  there  is  a  falfe  Con¬ 
ception.  I  would  not  advife  the 
giving  any  ftimulating  Medicines, 
as  many  Authors  do,  in  order  to 
bring  it  away ;  for  here  is  greater 
Danger  of  a  violent  Flooding  than 
where  there  is  a  Fcetus,  the  ik tola 
being  immediately  joined  to  the 
Uterus  itfelf.  Therefore,  in  this 
Cafe,  I  would  wait  till  Nature  her- 
felf  endeavours  the  Expul  fion  by 
Pains,  and  then  would  aflift  with 
the  Hand,  as  in  extrading  a  Pla¬ 
centa.  A  Dropfy  of  the  Uterus 
will  alfo  occafion  thefe  Symptoms, 
as  well  as  the  Mola. 
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PART  III. 

CHAP.  X. 

Of  the  Diforders  of  Women,  after 

De  LIVERY. 


WHEN  a  Woman  is  deli¬ 
vered,  fhe  is  not  out  of 
Danger,  becaufe  there  are 
many  Diforders  that  are  the  Confe- 
quence  of  Delivery,  and  that  re¬ 
quire  the  utmoft  Care  and  Atten¬ 
tion. 

L  2 


A 
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Fioodina:  -*v  t0°  Vi°^ent  Separation  of  the 

after  De-  Placenta-,  a  Woman  being  too  much 
jivery.  Py  a  harcl  Labour  ;  a  large 

Caufa.  Quantity  of  volatile  and  cordial  Me¬ 
dicines  having  been  given  her  at  that 
Time  ;  or  a  Relaxation  of  the 
Mouths  of  the  Blood-Veffels  :  One 
or  moreof  the  eCaufes  may  occaiion 
a  Flooding,  which,  if  violent,  is 
attended  with  great  Danger.  The 
C^re'  f^me  Method,  as  propofed  for  the 
Continuance  of  the  menftrual  Flux 
during  Pregnancy,  and  for  Flood¬ 
ings  before  Delivery,  will  be  alfo 
proper  here.  The  Woman  is  to  be 
kept  {till,  quiet,  and  cool.  If  the 
Flooding  be  extremely  violent,  ap¬ 
ply  Cloths  dipped  in  F  Oxycrate  to 
the  Belly,  Loins,  and  private  Parts. 

f  Vinegar  apd  Water. 


Of 
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Of  the  Advantage  of  this  Method 
I  have  had '  feveral  Inftances,  and 
which  is  very  juftly  recommended 
by  moft  of  the  modern  Writers. 

_  «  „  Of  the 

The  Lochia,  or  Evacuations  pe-  UMa_ 

culiar  to  Women  after  Delivery,  are 

occafioned  by  the  Separation  or  t  e 

Placenta  from  the  Uterus  :  For ■an 

infinite  Number  of  fmall  Vefiels 

having  infinuated  themfelves  into 

the  hypogaftric  Blood- Vefiels,  on 

their  Separation,  the  Mouths  of  the 

Vefiels  being  opened,  and  a  fudden 

Stop  being  put  to  the  Circulation  y 

the  Birth  of  the  Child,  there  mull 

be  a  Surcharge  of  Blood  ;  which  i  . 

notdifcharged,  would  occafion  a  bad 

Fever,  as  well  as  an  Inflammation 

and  Gangrene,  from  its  Stagnation 

in  the  Vefiels. 

* 

L  3  From 


From 
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a  Sup-  From  what  has  been  already  faid, 

predion  .  .  .  .  ,  ' 

of  the  it  is  very  evident,  that  a  Diicharge 

of  the’  from  the  Veflels  of  the  Uterus  is  ab- 
moft  folutely  neceffary  for  the  Preferva- 

ous Con- tion  of  the  Woman:  Therefore  a 
feq uence.  Suppreflion  of  the  Lochia  is  always 
deemed  a  very  dangerous  Symptom ; 
and,  if  not  promoted,  generally  oc- 
Cure'  eafions  the  Death  of  the  Patient.  It 
will  be  proper  to  bleed,  efpecially  if 
the  Woman  is  of  a  phlethoric  Ha¬ 
bit;  which,  by  emptying  the  Vef- 
fels,  anfvvers,  in  fome  relpedt,  the 
Want  of  the  natural  Evacuation, 
as  well  as  abates  the  fymptomatical 
Fever,  which  is  always  in  this  Cafe 
very  high.  Emollient  Fomentations 
applied  to  the  Abdomen  are  fre¬ 
quently  of  great  Ufe  ;  Glyflers  a 
little  Simulating  are  very  proper. 


The 
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The  following  Medicines  may  be 
given, 

R  Pull),  rad .  Cont.  C.  Sp.  Cell  id  36.  Puli), 
de  Myrrhd .  C .  C aft  or,  ruft.  aa.  gr .  vi.  Syr. 
Artemis *  [amend,  4td  vel  6td 

qudq.  hord.  fuperbibend.  Cochlear,  iv.  Julap. 

H 

R  yfj.  Pa/tg.  S.  Jvi.  Pry  on.  C.  |ij.  Tinff. 
Caftor .  ra/T*  3»S.  Syr.  Artemis.  Croci .  ^ 
§6.  M/.  Julap. 

Vel  R  Pulv.  e  Chel.  C*  C.  Pato.  rad.  Valerian 
ad  96.  Pulv.  de  Myrrha  C.  gr.  viii.  Syr. 
Oad  c[.f  Bolus  fitmend.  6td  qua^\  bora 
fuperbibend.  Hauft.  feq. 

R  ,/fj.  Pulegtfimp.  %\ft.  Bryon ,  C.  gii.  Tinfi. 
Caftor .  Pad.  Valerian  dd  gr.  xx.  Syr.  Cmi 
3*16.  M.  f.  hauft  us. 

When  the  Flux  has  continued 
five  or  fix  Days,  then  the  Difcharge 
is  changed,  by  degrees,  into  a  thin 
Matter,  which  is  vulgarly  called  the 
Green  Water.  At  the  Fortnight’s 

L  4  End 
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End  there  is  generally  a  frefh  Re¬ 
turn  of  Blood.  If  there  be  too 
final]  a  Quantity  of  the  Lochia ,  the 
Medicines,  as  already  prefcribed, 
will  anfwer  the  Intention. 

An  im-  jt  fbnietimes  happens,  that  there 

mode-  i  i  J 

rate  Fiuxis  too  large  a  Difoharge  of  the  Lo- 
iJhil  chi  a,  from  the  fame  Caufes  which 
are  mentioned  in  the  Cafe  of  Flood- 
feui-e.  ings,  and  which  require  the  fame 
Method  of  Cure, 

'  C  A  S  E  XX. 

I  had,  about  a  Year  ago,  a  very 
remarkable  Cafe  of  a  Tradelman’s 
Wife  in  this  Town,  whom  I  deli¬ 
vered  of  her  firffc  Child.  She  con¬ 
tinued  as  well  as  could  be  till  the 
fourth  Day,  when,  by  overheating 
the  Room,  the  Blood  was  put  into 
fuch  a  Motion,  that  fhe  had  a  moft 

vio- 
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violent  Flux  :  All  the  fly p tic  and 
acid  Medicines  that  could  be  given 
her,  had  no  Effect.  When  I  order¬ 
ed  her  Body  to  be  quite  covered 
with  Cloths  dipped  in  Oxycrate, 
and  to  be  renewed  every  five  or  fix 
Minutes,  as  long  as  fhe  could  well 
bear  it,  which  (by  the  Blefilng  of 
God)  faved  her  Life,  by  immediate¬ 
ly  Hopping  the  Flux.  ■ 

Women  are  troubled  with  Pains  Of  Aft 
after  Delivery,  and  which  are  call-pj'"s‘ 
ed  After-pains  on  that  Account. 

If  they  be  moderate,  they  are  of 
great  Ufe  ;  by  gently  {Emulating 
the  Blood- Veflels,  they  promote  the 
necefiary  Difcharge  •  but  if  too 
violent,  then  an  Anodyn  may  be 
given  j  as, 

R  Aq.  Puleg.  Jtmpl.  §if$.  Pry  on.  C.  3'ti.  Liq.  Cure, 
Laud.  gt.  xx.  Pulv.  rad .  Cont.  C.  gr .  xv, 

'Syr. 
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Syr.  Papav .  Err  at,  311.  M,  f,  Hauftut  fa¬ 
me  nci.  fiatim .  &  repetend .  pro  re  natd . 

The  following  Linffus  will  be  of 
Service. 

R  01.  Amygd.  d.  ^ii.  5jr.  Alth<e.  Capil.  Vert, 
da  Ji.  Papav .  Err  at,  gvi.  CV/*  3’iii.  foh\ 

in  Viteilo  ovi,  q,  f  Conf.  Anthcf.  gii. 

Lav .  C.  31$.  M.  /.  Linflus  Cochlear,  larg* 
famend,  fahinde, 

Moft  Women  have  more  or  left 
a  of  a  Fever  about  the  fourth  or  fifth 

Jr  ever 

Caufe  Day,  which  is  occafioned  by  the 
Increafe  of  the  Milk,  and  a  Dimi¬ 
nution  of  the  Lochia.  There  is 
not  much  Occafion  for  Medicine 
in  this  Fever,  becaufe  it  generally 
goes  off  in  a  few  Days.  But  Fe¬ 
vers  from  any  other  Caufe,  and 
which  continue  for  any  Time,  and 
the  Lochia  in  too  fmall  a  Quantity, 

are 
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are  dangerous.  The  Cleanfings  are 
by  all  means  to  be  promoted,  and 
Medicines  to  be  given,  as  the  Symp¬ 
toms  require,  in  thefe  Fevers, 
whilft  there  is  a  Fluxion  in  the 
Uterus ,  Blifters  are  to  be  omitted. 

Women  are  often  troubled  with  Hyftetic 
Hyfteric  Complaints  after  Delivery,  ^ifor' 
efpecially  if  there  has  been  a  De- 
ficiency  of  the  Lochia.  Antihyf-  Cure, 
teric  Medicines  are  to  be  given ;  and 
a  Galbanum  PI  a  i  her  applied  to  the 
Navel,  may  be  of  Ufe.  A  hard 
Labour  is  foraetimes  fucceeded  by 
the  falling  down  of  the  Re&um}?I0C\, 
which  ought  to  be  replaced  as  foondentia 
as  poffible,  by  laying  the  Woman am’ 
on  her  Belly,  and  applying  emolientcure 
Fomentations,  gently  preiling  up  the 
Part ;  at  the  lame  Time  deliring 
the  Patient  to  draw  up  her  Breath. 

When  the  Part  is  replaced,  reftrin- 

gent 


Prolapfu 
Uteri  & 
V igincz. 

Caufe. 


Cure, 
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gent  Fomentations  are  to  take  Place* 

to  hinder  the  Return  of  this  Dif- 

# 

order. 

'  Sometimes  after  a  hard  Labour 
the  Ligaments  of  the  Womb  being 
greatly  relaxed,  occafion  a  Bearing 
down  of  the  Matrix ;  it  is  as  foon 
as  poffible  to  be  replaced.  The 
Woman  is  to  be  laid  on  her  Back 
with  her  upper  Parts  low,  and  the 
under  Parts  raifed.  Reftringent  Fo¬ 
mentations  are  to  be  ufed.  As, 

R  Corf.  Cremator.  Flor.  Balauft .  Rofiar.  r.  aii 
§i.  Bol.  Armen.  cferr<e  Japon.  Alumin .  Com* 
ad  vA.  Coque  in  Sue.  Pomi  Sylvefir.  &  Vini 
rulr.  dd  l&ii.  Colatur ,  Itimi.  fiat  Fomentation 

If  a  Weaknefs  remain,  a  Peffary 
may  be  wore  for  fome  Time.  A 
Prolapfus  V agince  is  to  be  treated 
after  the  fame  Method.  In  a  very 

hard 
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hard  Labour,  efpecially  of  the  firft  D‘fur' 
Child,  the  Head  of  the  Infant  pref-  Injuries 
ling  to  be  born,  frequently  occa-^J"eJ't’e 
lions  a  Diftention  or  Laceration  ofnnePaf- 
the  Parts ;  which  fometimes  caufecaufe. 
an  Inflammation  of  the  Uterus  and 
Vagina ,  which,  if  not  very  violent, 
may  be  taken  off  by  the  Ufe  of 
fome  cooling  Liniment.  But  if  the 
Parts  be  much  fwelled  and  attended 
with  a  Difficulty  of  Urine,  Coltive- 
nefs,  Fever,  or  Suppreffion  of  the 
Lochia ,  it  is  highly  dangerous.  Bleed- Cl,r=' 
ing  (elpecially  if  there  be  want  of 
the  C  leanlings)  muft  take  Place : 
Gentle  lenient  Glyfters  given  now 
and  then  will  be  ferviceable.  Emo- 
lient  Fotuffes  and  Cataplafms,  with 
Medicines  as  in  the  Suppreflion  of 
the  Lochia  will  be  proper  here. 

The  Abdomen  Ihould  not  be  fwath- 
ed  too  tight,  Reft  Ihould  be  en¬ 
couraged,  and  the  Diet  cooling.  If 

the 


the  Inflammation  fhould  be  very 
violent  and  of  any  Continuance, 
there  will  be  Danger  of  its  cauflng 
Ulcers,  Scirrhous  T umours,  or 
Cancers,  which  will  be  very  diffi¬ 
cult  and  often  impoflible  to  cure. 
After  the  Cleanflngs  are  flopped,  it 
will  be  proper  to  purge  ;  and  in  the 
intermediate  Days,  Alteratives  with 
Deco&ions  of  the  Woods,  may 

be  of  Service.  If  the  Diforder  be 
violent,  a  Salivation  may  be  tried. 


Dilace¬ 
ration 
the  Pe¬ 
rineum 


’0f  From  the  Caufe  before  mention¬ 
ed  in  a  hard  Labour,  the  Perinaum 
is  fometimes  lacerated ;  whence  the 
Paces  come  through  the  Pudendum , 
as  well  as  by  the  Anus.  This  Cafe 
is  not  very  dangerous,  but,  if  not 
rectified,  very  difagreeable.  The 
Parts  are  to  be  cleanfed,  and  dried 
as  well  as  the  Nature  of  them  will 
admit.  The  Rent  muft  be  Hitched 

UP> 
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up,  and  the  Wound  dreffed  with  a 
proper  Digeftive  ;  fuch  as  Bafd.  /.  Cure. 
Linim.  ArcA  Balf.  Terebmth.  dd 
P.  JE.  f.  Liniment.  Which  nruft 
be  fecuied  by  a  proper  Bandage  and 
Dreflmgs,  to  be  applied  twice  or 
thrice  a  Day.  Care  mull  be  taken 
in  the  Operation,  that  the  Entrance 
of  .  the  V agina  is  not  ftraitned, 
which  would  prove  very  trouble- 
fome  in  the  next  Delivery. 

If  the  Woman  does  not  give  fuck,  Diforders 
and  fliould  have  a  large  Quantity 
Milk,  lhe  lhould  be  cautious  not  to 
fling  it  back  too  fuddenly,  which 
might  occalion  a  bad  Fever.  The 
Breafts  lhould  be  lhaken  now  and 
then  to  prevent  the  curdling  of  the 
Milk,  and  may  be  embrocated  with 
Sf>.  V ini  Camph .  or  Aq.  Hungary 

l  > 
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The  following  Plaifters  may  be 
applied : 

R  Diachylon  S.  ^iii.  Sp.  Cell.  Cer<e  alb .  da 

giii.  01,  Amygd.  d,  3;i&.  Ejjfent .  Limon.  gt. 

xl.  M.  /.  Emplajl,  applicand .  Mammis . 

* 

From  a  Stagnation  of  Milk  in  the 
Vefiels,  an  Inflammation  is  often 
raifed,  which  may  occafion  a  Tu¬ 
mour.  In  order  to  abate  the  In¬ 
flammation,  and  difperfe  the  coagu¬ 
lated  Milk,  the  following  Applica¬ 
tion  may  be  ufed. 

R  Unguent .  e  fl.  Sambuci  Dialth,  da  Jfi.  OL 
Rofar,  r.  Acet,  Vint  Alb .  ad  |i.  Ar ma¬ 

niac.  51*11.  jVf./.  Liniment,  cum  quo  inungantur 
partes  affeft<e>  Calidd  Man .  vel  ter  in  Die* 

After  the  Ufe  of  this  Embroca¬ 
tion,  the  Plaifter,  as  directed,  may 
be  applied,  and  a  little  Blood  taken  i 
from  the  Arm. 


But 
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But  if  the  Tumour  fhould  in- 
creafe,  fo  as  to  threaten  an  Abfcefs, 
then  proper  Cataplafms  fhould  be 
applied,  to  promote  the  Formation 
of  Matter,  and  all  Evacuations  are  to 
be  omitted.  W  hen  the  Matter  is  per¬ 
fectly  formed,  to  that  it  may  be  felt 
to  .fluctuate  under  the  Fingers, 
fnen  the  Tumour  is  to  be  opened  in 
the  moft  depending  Part,  and  drefs’d 
up  with  a  Digeftive,  with  the  Cata- 
plafm  over  it.  There  is  no  Danger 
of  thefe  milky  Tumours,  unlels 

they  degenerate  into  a  Scirrhus  or 
Cancer. 
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PART  IV. 


CHAP.  XL 

$ 

Of  the  Diforders  of  Infants. 

AFTER  the  Child  is  born, 
it  muft  be  wafhed  and  cleanf- 
ed ;  and  great  Care  fhould 
be  taken  in  well  examining  it,  to 
fee  if  it  has  not  received  any  Injury 
in  the  Birth,  as  Bruifes,  Wounds, 
Luxations  or  Fradures;  and  alfo 
there  may  be  fome  natural  Defed, 
by  a  Stoppage  of  fome  of  the  Eva¬ 
cuations,  from  the  Parts  not  being 

M  2  open  ; 


open  :  All  which  ought  to  be  im¬ 
mediately  rectified. 


The  Stomach  and  Inteftihes  of 
the  Child  are  full  of  a  vifeid  Matter, 
called  the  Meconium .  The  firft  In¬ 
tention  is  to  cleanfe  the  Child  of 
this,  before  Food  in  any  Quantity 
is  to  be  given.  For  Nature,  which 
is  the  beft  Director,  does  not  pro¬ 
vide  any  till  fome  Days  after  its 
Birth  are  expired.  Reft,  which  at 
this  Time  is  the  chief  Nourifhment 
of  the  Child,  and  the  proper  Dif- 
charge  of  the  Meconium,  are  the 
principal  Matters  to  be  regarded  for 
a  few  Days. 


a 


To  encourage  the  Cleanftng, 
Tea-fpoonful  of  the  folutive  Syrup 
of  Rofes,  or  Syrup  of  Violets,  with 
an  equal  Quantity  of  Oil  of  fweet 
Almonds  mixed  together,  may  be 


now 
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now  and  then  given.  The  Pap 
Inould  be  made  very  thin,  and 
given  in  fmall  Quantities  ;  for  if 
much  be  given  before  the  Meconium 
is  carried  off,  they  ferment  toge¬ 
ther,  and  occaflon  Pain  •  and  the 
tender  Body  of  the  Infant  not  being 
able  to  bear  it,  is  flung  into  Con- 
vulflons.  For  Want  of  confldering 
tins,  Abundance  of  Children  have 
been  deftroyed. 

All  Mothers,  of  what  Condition 
foever,  aie,  I  think,  not  to  be  ex- 
cufed  from  giving  Suck  to  their  own 
Children,  if  not  prevented  by  any 
Diforder  :  But  many  Women  are  fo 
fick  and  weakly,  that  they  are  not 
ao:e  ;  and  on  that  Account  it  would 
not  be  prudent  to  attempt  it.  If 
children  be  flrong,  and  feed  well, 
rnd  do  not  leem  to  wafle  for  Want 
ff  the  Breaft,  they  may  very  fafely 

M  3.  be 
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be  brought  up  without  it  j  but  if 
they  be  weakly,  Milk  fliould  be 
provided  for  them. 

The  Child’s  Head  is  frequently 
bruifed  by  its  Preffure  againft  the 
Os  Uteri ,  which  being  hard,  and 
compreffing  it,  occafions  a  confider- 
able  Tumour.  Sometimes  it  is  oc- 
cafloned  by  the  too  tight  Handling 
of  the  Midwife ;  or  by  its  being 
prefled  any  conflderable  Time  on 
the  Edge  of  any  Part  of  the  Pelvis. 
Other  Parts  of  the  Body  are  alfo 
liable  to  be  bruifed  in  Delivery,  and! 
which  may  be  occafioned  by  its  bad 
Pofition  in  the  Womb,  or  being  a 
f«-reat  While  in  the  Paffage.  T  he. 
Parts  may  be  embrocated,  with  fome 
fuch  Application  as  the  following. 

R  Sp.  Vini  Camphor  at.  01  Hyperici.  Vint  ruh 
'  a&% i.  Balf.  Peruv, 3n,  M.f.  Liniment .  cuts 

quo  innmgtftur  Pars  affefla^  J| 


r 
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If  the  Tumour  fuppurate,  encou¬ 
rage  it  by  warm  Cataplafms  of  the 
Rad.  lilies  Alb.  rad.  Althce.  &c. 
When  Matter  is  formed,  difeharge 
it,  and  drefs  with  a  Digeftive.  If 
there  be  a  Fra&ure  or  Diflocation, 
they  rnuft  be  treated  as  the  Cafe 
requires. 

/ 

Sometimes,  upon  Delivery,  efpe~  ^Jfeak' 
cially  if  it  has  been  a  hard  one,  it  is 
difficult  to  diflinguiffi  if  the  Child  ■ 
be  dead  or  alive.  In  this  Cafe  it  is 
common  to  burn  fornething  under 
its  Nofe,  to  hold  Volatiles,  to  its 
Noftrils,  or  fpirt  a  little  warm  Wine 
into  its  Mouth,  and  rub  it  well 
with  Cloths.  When  it  revives,  one 
Drop  of  Spirit  of  Hartfhorn  may  be 
given  in  a  Spoonful  of  Water. 

\ 

It  frequently  happens,  that  the  Open- 
Sutures  ol  the  Heads  of  Children  are  "hfsu- 

M  4  moretures* 
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dament. 
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more  open  than  ordinary.  A  good 
Comprefs,  and  moderate  Bandage, 
will  be  of  Service.  If  the  Child 
take  Cold,  the  Diforder  is  always 
increafed ;  if  it  continue  long,  the 
Child  feldom  lives.  Care  muft  be 
taken  to  keep  the  Head  warm. 

If  the  ReShim  fall  down,  the 
Child  is  to  be  laid  on  its  Belly,  and 
the  Inteftine  to  be  gently  preffed  up 
with  warm  Cloths.  Emollient  Fo¬ 
mentations  are  to  be  ufed,  till  it  is 
replaced  5  after  which  Reftringents 
are  to  fucceed,  to  prevent  the  Re¬ 
turn.  Fomentations  prepared  of 
tire  Flor.  Falaujl.  Cort.  Granat . 
Flor.  rofar.  r.  &c.  boiled  in  Fin. 
■rubr.  &  Fq.  Font.  dd.  P.  J£.  will 
be  of  great  Ufe. 

Gripes  are  a  very  common  Com¬ 
plaint  in  young  Children,  frequent- 
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ly  occafioned  by  the  Retention  of 
Part  of  the  Meconium.  In  this 
Cafe,  a  little  of  the  Syrup  of  Vio¬ 
lets  and  Oil  of  fweet  Almonds  is  to 
be  given  often.  A  Juniper  Berry, 
with  a  little  of  the  Liquorifh  Root 
boded  in  its  Victuals,  is  proper.  If 
the  Gripes  be  occafioned  by  fuck¬ 
ing  too  large  a  Quantity  of  Milk, 
keep  the  Child  from  the  Bread  for 
iome  time,  and  give  it  the  Syrup  of 
Violets  and  Oil  of  Almonds/  if 
this  Dnorder  fhould  be  occafioned 
by  the  curdling  of  the  Milk  in  the 
Stomach,  the  Teftacea  fhould  be 
given  freely,  with  a  Dofe  of  Rhu¬ 
barb  between  whiles  5  if  from 
Worms,  give  the  Powder  of  Rhu¬ 
barb,  mixed  with  a  few  Grains  of 
Calomel,  apply  a  Plaifter  of  the 
Emplajl.  Vermifug .  Batean.  to  the 
Belly  •  and  give  on  the  intermediate 
Days  of  Purging,  Powders  of  JEth. 

Min- 


An  In¬ 
flamma¬ 
tion  of 
the  Na¬ 
vel. 


A  ProtU' 
berance 
of  the 
Navel. 


(  *7°  ) 

Mineral.  Coralin.  ppt.  Pulv.  Stanni. 
&c.  to  be  proportioned  to  the  Age 
and  Strength  of  the  Child.  If  from 
Flatulencies,  give  a  carminative 
Glyfter,  and  mix  a  little  of  the 
Powder  of  Annifeeds  in  its  Pap.  , 

An  Inflammation  of  the  Navel 
may  be  occafloned  by  the  String 
falling  off  too  foon,  which  it  feldom 
does  under  ten  or  twelve  Days. 
The  Cerat.  Epulot.  may  be  ap- 
* 

A  Protuberance  of  the  Navel 
may  be  occafloned  by  leaving  the 
String  too  long ;  it  alfo  often  occa- 
flons  an  umbilical  Rupture  in  Fe¬ 
males.  Reftringent  Fomentations 
and  Bandages  are  proper  for  the 
Cure. 
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It  is  common  for  young  Children 
to  have  Inflammations  and  Excoria-  and  Ex- 
tions  in  different  Parts  of  their 
Body.  The  Acrimony  of  the 
Urine  frequently  frets  off  the  Cutis 
from  the  lower  Parts  of  their  Body. 

The  Parts  ffiould  be  wafhed  with  a 
little  warm  Water,  to  diffolve  the 
acrimonious  Salts  lodged  therein.  It 
is  common  for  Nurfes  to  apply  Ful¬ 
ler’s  Earth,  or  Starch.  If  the  Ex¬ 
coriation  be  much,  it  may  be  drefs’d 
with  the  Cerat.  Epulotic.  and  wafhed 
with  a  Solution  or  the  Pulv.  e  Ce- 
rujfa  C.  in  Aq.  Plantag  or  Aq. 
Calcis. 


It  is  common  for  Children,  in  theErup- 
third  or  fourth  Month,  to  have  little tlon*- 
red  Eruptions,  which  are  commonly 
called  the  Red  Gum.  This  is  a  fa- 
lutary  Difcharge,  and  is  by  no 
means  to  be  difcouraged  by  Evacua¬ 
tions, 


Thrujh, 


i 
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tions,  or  external  Applications.  The 
Teftacea  are  to  be  freely  given,  and 
the  Child  kept  moderately  warm. 

Children  are  frequently  troubled 
with  little  ulcerous  Eruptions  in 
their  Mouths,  commonly  called  the 
‘Thrujh.  There  is  no  Danger  from 
this  Diforder,  unlefs  the  Fever  be 
very  high,  and  of  long  Continu¬ 
ance.  The  Teftacea  Ihould  be 
given,  and  the  Eruptions  touched 
with  the  following  Mixture. 

R  Mel .  Rofar.  Ji.  PinPl*  Myrrh £  S.  3*1.  Spt« 
Vitriol,  gi.  20.  M.  f.  Mixture* 


The  Mouth  Ihould  be  often  wafh- 
ed  with  Ibme  Gargarifm,  as, 

R  Aq.  Plant ag.  ^iii.  Spt.  Vitriol,  qt.  20.  Syr*, 
de  Mori.  f.  %\,  M.f.  Gargarifma. 

Now  and  then  a  gentle  Purge  is, 
to  be  given. 


Some- 
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Sometimes  Children  lhall  be  born 
extremely  yellow,  efpecially  if  the  ' 
Mother  was  affli&ed  with  the  Jaun¬ 
dice  during  her  Pregnancy.  . 

R  Bezoar.  Mineral.  Puh.  Croci  aagr.  i.  Puh. 
e  Chel.  C.  C.  gr.  iii.  M.  f.  Pulvis  fumend * 
bis  in  Lie  in  Cochlear.  ParvuL  Labi.  Ma - 
iris. 

If  coftive,  give  Syr.  Rofar.  folu- 
tiv.  cum  Rheo.  If  this  Diforder  be 
negledted,  the  Child  generally  falls 
into  a  watery  Loofenefs,  which 
commonly  carries  it  off. 

Young  Children  are  fubjedt  to  q  Diarr ~ 
Diarrhoea ;  and  if  it  be  moderate, 
is  not  to  be  immediately  flopped  ; 
but  if  it  be  violent,  and  continues 
long,  then  aftringent  Medicines 
muft  take  place  :  If  it  be  attended 

with 


Vomit¬ 

ing. 
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with  a  Fever,  there  is  Danger,  if 
the  Diarrhoea  be  violent. 

R  Ag.  Cinnam.  S.  %iv.  Spirituof.  ejufdem  311. 
Coral,  r.  ppt.  31ft.  Pulv.  e  Bolo.  C.  fine  opto 
9i.  Syr.  Alb.  §i.  M.f.  Mixtura  detur  Coch¬ 
lear.  Parvul.  poft  fingulas  fedes  liquids. 

R  Pulv.  rad.  Rhei.  gr.  iv.  bis  in  jmd. 

Vomiting  is  a  common  Symp¬ 
tom  in  young  Children ;  it  fre¬ 
quently  proceeds  from  too  large  a 
Quantity  of  the  Milk  being  taken 
into  the  Stomach,  or  from  the 
Milk’s  curdling  in  it.  Give  the 
Teftacea  freely,  and  now  and  then 
a  Dole  of  the  Pulv.  Rhei.  If  the 
Vomiting  continue  very  violent, 

R  Aq.  Mentha  S.  %\v.  Coral .  r.  ppt.  gift.  Sp. 
Lav.  C.  gft,  Syr,  Balfam.  giii.  M,  f.  Mix - 
tura  detur  Cochlear .  parvul.  fubinde. 


A 


I 
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A  Drop  or  two  of  Liquid.  Lau- 
dan.  may  occafionally  be  added. 

A  Plaifter  of  the  Enipl.  Stomach. 
Magifiral.  (rubbed  over  with  01. 

Macis  per  Expref.)  applied  to  the 
Stomach  may  be  of  Service. 

The  Bodies  of  Infants  are  fo  ten- 
der,  that  any  extraordinary  Motion, 
as  Vomiting,  Coughing,  or  dry¬ 
ing,  frequently  occafions  Ruptures. 
Emollient  Fomentations  are  to  be 
ufed  till  the  Inteftines  are  replaced, 
then  Reftringents  are  to  fucceed, 
and  a  proper  Truls  applied. 

Children  are  fubjeft  to  a  convulfive  gjHe 
Cough,  commonly  called  a  Hoop¬ 
ing  Coughs  becaufe,  when  they 
cough,  from  the  convulfive  Mo¬ 
tion,  they  make  a  Noife  like  Hoop¬ 
ing.  Bleeding  is  neceflary  ;  and  if 
there  be  Occafion,  fhould  be  re- 
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peated.  Elixir.  Aflhmatic.  given  in 
Aq.  Hyjfop.  will  be  of  great  Ser¬ 
vice.  The  T eftacea,  with  gentle 
Purges,  are  proper.  Pectorals  here 
are  of  little  Ufe. 

Startmgs  Children  are  fometimes  troubled 
with  Startings,  which  generally  pro¬ 
ceed  from  vitiated  Milk.  Sem.  Fu¬ 
niculi  boiled  in  Sack-whey,  will 
take  off  the  Crudity  of  the  Nurfe’s 
Milk,  which  is  frequently  the  Caufe 
of  this  Diforder.  if  it  proceeds 
from  Worms,  then  give  the  Medi¬ 
cines  already  directed  for  that  Com- 

A  Moifture  or  Difcharge  from 
from0  the  the  Ears  of  Children  are  generally 
iars'  falutary,  and  are  by  no  means  to  be 
checked.  When  they  abate,  Purga¬ 
tives  may  be  given.- 


4 


About 
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About  the  fifth  or  fixth  Month  penti- 
after  the  Birth,  the  Teeth  begin  to"0"' 
rife  and  break  through  the  Peri- 
ojleuniy  which,  from  the  violent 
Pain,  occafions  grievous  Symptoms. 

The  Pain  is  more  violent  in  cutting 
the  Dentes  Camini ,  and  which  ap¬ 
pear  a  confiderable  Time  before  the 
Molar es.  This  Pain  is  not  occa- 
fioned  fo  much  by  the  Teeth  break¬ 
ing  through  the  Gums,  as  is  gene¬ 
rally  imagined,  but  through  the 
Periojleum  itfelf,  which  Membrane 
is  extremely  fenfible,  and  fome- 
times  is  thicker  than  ordinary.  The 
Pain  always  occafions  a  fymptomati- 
cal  Fever,  and  often  flings  the  Child 
into  Convulfions.  Bliftering  here 
is  of  no  Service.  After  the  Fit, 
Bleeding,  either  by  the  Arm,  or 
with  Leeches,  may  be  neceflary. 
During  the  Fits  the  following  may 
be  given. 

R  A<i. 


N 
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R  Aq.  Rut<e  gv\  Tinct.  C  aft  or.  ruff.  5!?. 
Pulv.  ad  Gut  let  am.  9i.  Rad .  Valerian  Sylm 
vejir.  9f5.  Syr .  Freon.  C .  gvi.  M.f.  Mix- 
tura  Cochlear .  ParvuL  fumend.  fuhinde. 


A  Drop  or  two  of  Laudanum 
may  be  given  now  and  then,  to 
mitigate  the  Pain.  The  beft  Me¬ 
thod  of  all  to  relieve  the  Child  is, 
by  cutting  through  the  Gum  and 
Periofteum  to  the  Tooth,  as  foon  as 
the  Symptom  appears;  by  which  it 
may  be  known  where  the  Tooth  is, 
and  that  is  when  a  white  Speck 
appears,  or  the  Gums  are  much 
fpread  and  inflamed.  There  can 
be  no  Danger  to  the  Child  from 
this  Operation,  but,  on  the  contra¬ 
ry,  many  have  died  for  Want  of 
it. 

The  Rickets  is  a  Diforder  which 
afle&s  the  Bones  of  Children,  and 

caufes 
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caufes  a  Protuberance  or  Diftortion 
iii  them.  It  produces  fotnetimes  a 
Spina  Fentofa. 

This  Difeafe  may  be  hereditary, 
from  the  vifcid  or  acrimonious  State 
of  the  Juices  of  either  of  its  Pa¬ 
rents. 

The  Child  is  generally  much 
emaciated,  though  florid  in  Coun¬ 
tenance  ;  it  lofes  the  Ufe  of  its 
Legs,  tho’  it  walked  very  well  be¬ 
fore.  It  generally  comes  between 
the  flxth  Month  and  the  third  Year. 
Alterative  Medicines,  as  the  AS- 
thiops  USdincnal.  JMsncur .  Ai.caliJ'at . 
in  Decoftions  of  the  Woods,  Purges 
of  Rhubarb,  Friftion,  Immerflon  in, 
cold  Water,  Exercife,  &c.  are  ne- 
cefiary. 


The 
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The  following  Liniment  may  be  f 
ufed  with  Advantage. 

&  Ung.  Nervin.  01.  Palma  dd  %\ .  Balf.  Peru¬ 
vian.  01.  Macis  per  Expref.  aa  3*1.  Spt.  Lav . 
C.  3ii.  Ol.  Succini  qt.  20  Sp.  Salis  Ar ma¬ 
niac.  3ii.  M.  f .  Liniment .  cum  quo  partes 
affect#  inungantur  cum  calidd  Manuy  bis  vel 
ter  in  Die . 
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